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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIE AT, Fresident Ford
House Select Comunittee on MIA'sg

Cong. G. V., (Sonny) Montgomery (D. -Miss. ),

Chairman
Conyg. Paul N, McCloskey, Jv. (R, -Calif. )
Cong. Richard L. Ottinger {IJ, -NY)
Cong. Berpjamin Gilman (R, -NY)
Angus MacDonald, Stalfl Dircctor
Hrent Scowcroft, Assistant to the President
{or Natlioral Security Affairs
Max Friedersdorf, Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs
ioh Wolthius, Deputy Assistant to the President
for Legisiative Affairs

DATE AWD Tinti: Monday, Janvary 26, 1976

- s :
- 530 p.m.

PLACH: The Oval Qifice

[Smatl talk]
'Thr‘ P (\blrm nt; Totl e about your trip,

Montgomery:r MW owas o very gacd trip. The attitude of the leadership

was very diffcrent from the early dayvs when Kissinger uscd to deal with

them. Wo weroe told woe couldn't have US military and flags fov recognleing
the rermains, bub we did 1t our way. We had a fine ceremony at the 411‘[301'1
with North Vietrmmnicse jooking on,  We didn't sce any bomb darmage
we didn't want Lo, Unly the ! !

Guidal
e

iwe., s an old town., The only new

g = ! bullding is the Cuban botel. Wo saw the Hanol Hilton., They stressec
= g T there wove oo Amoevicans alive,
bR They discusse cle 21 ol the Ag‘-fl"t“!enxent, We met with Pham Van Dong,
g = ?} He was cordia: and he ralsed Article 21, We told him of your lztter and
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of your Asizn speech |Honolulu speech, December 7] about mutual
pestures of ¢ood will, And we got a shopping list of wants from him.
It is really the JEC list.

The Committee still hasa't taken any policy steps but we [cel the ball

is back in our court. They have lived up to everything they have told us.
They let the nine go; they gave us the three bodies; we could have the two
marines if Fenoedy would pet on the hall,

The gestures should best come from vou. We told them there was no

way to gel economic or reconstruction aid., |[Mentioned things which

could he dove, |

Dong said he wanted to come o the United States and wanted more

Americans to come 1o Vietnormn.

The Pregident: Do they let Amoericans come [reely?

I\/I(mtgfm‘ne ry: N, ol now.

Gilman: T eerlousty thinlk they want better relations with us. I mentioncd

the oll driiling.

The Fresidont:  How many MIA's do you think are left in Vietnam?

Montgomery.  Probably about a total of 2300-0dd MIA's but 1 Lthink not
more than 250 bodies could be recovered, There are many problems

involved -~ the impactl, anbmals, vegetation, etfc,

[5=d

The Preside st: Have you had zny contact with the l.eague of Familics?

McCloskey: Ilore is a resaofufion of the League, We meet with them

Saturday.

Two other things: You would get along well with Pham Van Dong. e is

a gracious man. Wo thonght your Hawaill speech was an affirmative speech,
but they said you came over and doublied the aid to Indonesia and the
Philippines.

I don't know when you woula invite Idong here but you would get along with
him as well as you did with Teng Hsiao-ping.
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We want Lo wrap up by Septamber, State has a two-to-four year time
frame sc we are in conflict with them. I urge you to hasten on the
reciprocal sestures.  State thinks lifting the trade ban is too big a

gesture, bt .

Wauld they ot us look for MIA's?

Citinger: They said if we would drop our hostility, they could cooperate
on MIA's,  There are twe alternatives: deal on a step-~by-step basis
o1 git dows with Sfate and negotiate the whole thing out. I think thatis

¢ them some independence,

the way to 2o to

The Prosidont: Do they acenowledge they have closer ties with the

Soviet Unioa ™

Montgatme vy They never mentioned the situation and we never saw a

Soviet or a CThinese,

The Prezicdenis How about Loos?
Montgomervy:  There was a mixup there,  They thought at first we were

coming in there to spy. They told us there were no Americans alive,
They haa no informatlion on where they crashed, The goverprment is

protty loozoly manaped,

McCloskey:  LThey badly need medicine, ete.

Cttinger:  * noey adimitted they were desperate.

McCloskey: The Lao and the Thai are right across the river from each
other, The question ls whether they will stimulate insurgency in Thailand,

The Preside nt: ls ithe oo Government independent or pro-MNorth Vietnam,

or pro-Chincase, or pro«Soyviot?

Montgomery: T ihink Lhe Norlh Vietnamese call the shots, There are

some Soviets (hoere also. We did see some,

McCloskey: They are not as sure of their controel as in North Vietnam,
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The Presidont: Are there MIA's Iin Cambodia?

Montecomery: Yes, 30, We couldn't even make contact with them,

The President: We couldn't either, during Mayaguez,

Gilmean:  The JORC haove 275 North Victnamese MIATs which we could

use for exchange.

The President: [ appreciate this information, Let us take a good look
at the situat.on and what can be done. I will talk to Kissinger,

Ottinger: o has bhitter micinories, What we have to remember is it

isn't the same.

The President: The [ivst thing is 1o get the remains back. The second is
to see if we zan breach the relationship with the Soviet Union. ‘The Chinese
are worrled about that, We will look inte it.  In the meantime there are

more and move famities changing status,

Montgomery We have an agreement with DOD that there will he no

status changes unless requested until after our report in September,
The parents are the biggest problem,. Some of them don’l ever wantl a
change., The o 13 2 tremendous financial difference,

Montpomery: Maybe the UNHCOR could werk with the new MIA agency
in Hanoi on tnis MIA data,

MeCloskey: We are getting some plastic surgeons to go over to help
some children. They give time cach year to do things like this. They
have done this work on a doctor-to-doctor basis, not only in the US

bul in T.atin Amierica and other arcas,
Gilman: Theoy woent oul of their way to make a clear gesture of these
three bodics. 1 think throughsorme gesture on your part we can keep the

ball rolling.

The Presidert: What would yvou suggest?
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Gilman: | thiok the aid is best,

McClosgkey: b, of course, lend taward trade, but they really Jack hotel

facilitie s, There are people here who would like to go in there,

Ottinger:  © would like to rosolve it all at once rather than at a snail's pace.
Give recog:mtion, gei a newiral agency Lo go in to lcok for sites -- let the

American peopte know these are {icd together,
; } g




