
ABSTRACT.	“1967:	How	the	American	Homeland	Became	Hanoi’s	Second	Front.”1	by	
Roger	Canfield,	ATN2	(USN),	Ph.D.	Histories	of	the	peace	movement2	minimize	or	outright	deny	any	
significant	foreign	influence	upon	the	movement.	In	fact	in	1967,	Hanoi	advanced	its	political	strategy	of	
“combining	the	political	struggle	with	the	armed	struggle,”3	making	the	American	peace	movement	its	
Second	Front.	On	Radio	Hanoi	and	in	Thoi	Moi,	Hanoi	praised	top	antiwar	leaders	in	the	National	Mobe	
as	Comrades	in	Arms4	and	gave	them	rings	made	from	downed	American	aircraft.5	Hence,	the	“peace”	
comrades,	using	Hanoi’s	propaganda,	organized	protests	against	the	American	common	enemy	for	
conducting	an	illegal,	immoral,	criminal,	unjust,	racist,	genocidal,	and/or	unwinnable	war.6		

In	1967	Vietnamese	communists	and	leaders	of	the	peace	movement	met	in	many	places.7	
Individuals	8representing	many	antiwar	organizations9	met	top	Vietnamese	Communists.10	Peace	
movement	activists	provided	Hanoi	intelligence	on	the	antiwar	movement,	vetted	travelers,	coordinated	
schedules,	and	disseminated	Hanoi’s	major	propaganda	themes.11	Some12		cited	in	whole	or	significant	
part	Hanoi	propaganda	word	for	word,	number	for	number.	Others	offered	advice	on	improving	
communist	propaganda.13	Some,	usually	journalists,	acted	as	peace	entrepreneurs	on	Hanoi’s	terms.14	

The	results	were	mixed.	Rallies	of	the	Spring	Mobe,	Pentagon	protests	and	a	meeting	of	World	
Peace	Council	covered	propaganda	themes	and	increased	militancy.	The	media	declined	to	report	
supporters	of	the	war.	Some	results	were	unhappy:	a	few	pacifists/democratic	socialists	blasted	the	
movement	for	seeking	a	communist	victory,	not;	Despite	Viet	Cong	terror,	South	Vietnamese	elections	
had	a	73-83%	turnout;	Dean	Rusk,	J.	Edgar	Hoover,	Bui	Diem,	Westmoreland	warned	Hanoi	was	
influencing	the	antiwar	movement;	and	public	opinion	supported	winning	the	war	against	communist	
aggression	in	Indochina	and	held	contempt	for	the	peace	movement.15		

RELEVANCE.	Peace	movement	collaboration	with	Hanoi	coupled	with	radical	militancy	in	the	
USA	denied	the	legitimacy	of	the	American	civilization,	a	view	increasingly	held	today	by	a	large,	
growing,	minority	of	social	justice	progressives.	Dominant	histories	of	the	war	portray	a	blame-America	
narrative.	A	nation	torn	apart	over	its	values,	its	history,	its	future	began	in	Vietnam’s	political	warfare.	
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