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ABSTRACT.	“1967:	How	the	American	Homeland	Became	Hanoi’s	Second	Front.”1	by	
Roger	Canfield,	ATN2	(USN),	Ph.D.	Histories	of	the	peace	movement2	minimize	or	outright	deny	any	
significant	foreign	influence	upon	the	movement.	In	fact	in	1967,	Hanoi	advanced	its	political	strategy	of	
“combining	the	political	struggle	with	the	armed	struggle,”3	making	the	American	peace	movement	its	
Second	Front.	On	Radio	Hanoi	and	in	Thoi	Moi,	Hanoi	praised	top	antiwar	leaders	in	the	National	Mobe	
as	Comrades	in	Arms4	and	gave	them	rings	made	from	downed	American	aircraft.5	Hence,	the	“peace”	
comrades,	using	Hanoi’s	propaganda,	organized	protests	against	the	American	common	enemy	for	
conducting	an	illegal,	immoral,	criminal,	unjust,	racist,	genocidal,	and/or	unwinnable	war.6		

In	1967	Vietnamese	communists	and	leaders	of	the	peace	movement	met	in	many	places.7	
Individuals	8representing	many	antiwar	organizations9	met	top	Vietnamese	Communists.10	Peace	
movement	activists	provided	Hanoi	intelligence	on	the	antiwar	movement,	vetted	travelers,	coordinated	
schedules,	and	disseminated	Hanoi’s	major	propaganda	themes.11	Some12		cited	in	whole	or	significant	
part	Hanoi	propaganda	word	for	word,	number	for	number.	Others	offered	advice	on	improving	
communist	propaganda.13	Some,	usually	journalists,	acted	as	peace	entrepreneurs	on	Hanoi’s	terms.14	

The	results	were	mixed.	Rallies	of	the	Spring	Mobe,	Pentagon	protests	and	a	meeting	of	World	
Peace	Council	covered	propaganda	themes	and	increased	militancy.	The	media	declined	to	report	
supporters	of	the	war.	Some	results	were	unhappy:	a	few	pacifists/democratic	socialists	blasted	the	
movement	for	seeking	a	communist	victory,	not;	Despite	Viet	Cong	terror,	South	Vietnamese	elections	
had	a	73-83%	turnout;	Dean	Rusk,	J.	Edgar	Hoover,	Bui	Diem,	Westmoreland	warned	Hanoi	was	
influencing	the	antiwar	movement;	and	public	opinion	supported	winning	the	war	against	communist	
aggression	in	Indochina	and	held	contempt	for	the	peace	movement.15		

RELEVANCE.	Peace	movement	collaboration	with	Hanoi	coupled	with	radical	militancy	in	the	
USA	denied	the	legitimacy	of	the	American	civilization,	a	view	increasingly	held	today	by	a	large,	
growing,	minority	of	social	justice	progressives.	Dominant	histories	of	the	war	portray	a	blame-America	
narrative.	A	nation	torn	apart	over	its	values,	its	history,	its	future	began	in	Vietnam’s	political	warfare.	
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INTRODUCTION	
Hanoi	Calls	for	a	United	Front	on	the	USA	Second	Front.	On	February	2,	1967	Nhan-Dan,	the	

official	communist	party	publication,	declared,	“The	American	People’s	movement	of	protest	…has…	
become	a	‘second	front’	against	US	imperialism	in	the	United	States.”18	Combining	political	and	military	
struggles	was	an	established	communist	strategic	doctrine	and	practice19	officially	applied	to	the	USA	at	
the	12th	Plenum	of	the	Party	on	December	27,	1965.20		COSVN,	in	1966	had	ordered	political	cadre	to	
“Make	sweeping	efforts	to	enlist	support…	forming	a	front	…[against]	the	imperialists.”21		“Politics	has	
always	been	their	weak	point.”22		In	1967,	the	PAVN	declared,	“Socialist	nations	and	progressive	peoples		
...support…	Vietnam’s	fight	against	Americans.23		

With	few	exceptions,24	a	harmonious	“peace”	movement	sang	the	whole,	or	parts,	of	Hanoi’s	
mantra:		America’s	war	was	illegal,	immoral,	unjust	and	unwinnable.		In	1967,	Hanoi	and	its	front	
groups25	were	using	words	like	coordination,	cooperation,	and	solidarity	to	describe	how	the	fraternal	
and	progressive	"peace	forces"	ought	to	operate	on	Vietnam's	"second	front."	Particularly	in	Bratislava,	
leaders	of	the	antiwar	movement	willingly	provided	political	intelligence	to	Hanoi	and	suggested	
improvements	in	the	crudest	propaganda,	e.g.	dropping	claims	of	U.S.	troops	eating	livers,	stopping	
filming	beaten	POWs,	and	using	idiomatic	English	and	popular	music.26	

From	Protest	to	Resistance.27	The	peace	movement	heightened	the	militancy,	frequency,	and	
scale	of	its	activities	against	the	war,	e.g.	assaults	on	police	and	attack	on	Pentagon.	Some	rioted	and	

																																																													
16 Adopted from Canfield, “Vietnam: From Protest to Resistance: How the American Homeland Became the Second Front,” IndoChina in the 
Year of the Goat-1967, Houston: Radix Press, 2016, 182-255.   
17 Ibid.  
18 “The American People are increasingly angry,” Nhan Dan, Feb. 2, 1967. Hanoi and the peace movement used the terms “Second Front” and 
the “Rear” throughout the war:  “The rear” of the enemy is “disintegrating,” Premier Pham Van Dong April 1965; Vietnam Courier August 29, 
1966; CIA, Memorandum, “The Vietnamese Will to Persist,” Annex X, The Effect of the International Political Climate on the Vietnamese 
Communist Plans and Capabilities,” X-326, August 1966; Nhan Dan, and Vietnam News Agency VNA, November 8, 1966, "High-Lights 
Mounting Protest Movement of American People Against U.S. Aggressive War In Vietnam," Hanoi, VNA International Service in English, 1658 
GMT, 8 November, 1966B;; Pham Van Dong, Nhan Dan, Feb. 19, 1967, cited in  New York Times, April 19, 1967; Mobilizer to End the War in 
Vietnam, April 15, 1967, 1, 4.; "Second Front Against U.S. Imperialism,” Van Tien Dung, Quan Doi Nhan Dan, June 1967 cited in CIA, FOIA, 
Case Number EO-1994-00030. Lawrence Feinberg, "Dissent Called a Second War Front;" Washington Post, October 25, 1967; CIA, “Hanoi’s 
Negotiating position and Concept of Negotiations,” Secret, Intelligence Memorandum, No. 0587/68, Case Number: DS-2004-00003, 6 may 1968; 
FBI, memo, Legat, Paris to Director, FBI September 10, 1968 at FBI, FOIA, American Deserters Committee; Stephen Young, “How North 
Vietnam Won The War, interview of Bui Tin,” Wall Street Journal , August 3, 1995, A-8;   
19 The Military History Institute of Vietnam, passim.17, 18, 26, 35, 43, 50, 54, 57, 62, 63, 64, 76, 80 ,82,  85, 99, 103, 110, 111, 112, 118, 120, 
136, 150, 155, 161, 164, 174, 180, 195, 207, 219,  242, 253, 268,  269, 315, 321, 337, 340, 352-3, 416, 436, 438-41, 444. Bold = precisely 
“combining.”  
20 “The domestic situation in the United States…Politics has always been the enemy’s weakest point.” The Military History Institute of Vietnam, 
171. 
21 AIRGRAM, A-579, W/enclosure text of Viet Cong document of 15 June 1966, American Mission Saigon to Department of State, 4 April 1967, 
(Texas Tech,  Viet Nam Center Archives), 1. Cited in James Rothrock, Divided We Fall, 6-8.   
22 The Military History Institute of Vietnam, 171. 
23 The Military History Institute of Vietnam, 154. 
24 A small minority of some pacifists in SANE and some democratic socialists. 
25 The Military History Institute of Vietnam, 15, 16. 
26 McEldowny Journal; author’s interview of Sol Stern. 
27 Smith, "Report on SDS: Students Now Stressing 'Resistance", National Guardian, April 8, 1967. 1; 1967 is widely regarded as the year that 
peaceful protests turned increasingly militant and violent.  
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confronted	police	in	Oakland,	Newark,	University	of	Wisconsin,	and	Washington,	D.C.	Of	those	who	
protested,	favoring	a	communist	victory,	also	sought	radical,	even	revolutionary,	change,	physically	
resisted	authorities.		

The	Second	Front	inside	the	USA.	Hanoi’s	“second	front”	allies	echoed	Hanoi’s	claims	about	
innocent	victims	of	napalm,	intentionally	bombed	civilians,	schools	and	hospitals.28	In	July,	542	
Americans	joined	the	USSR-dominated	World	Peace	Council	in	Stockholm.	In	September,	A	Hayden-
Dellinger	peace	group	held	a	major	strategy	meeting	with	the	enemy	in	Bratislava,	Czechoslovakia.	By	
October,	Bill	Ayers	and	others	were	assaulting	the	Pentagon.		

Common	Propaganda	Themes:	Hanoi,	New	York	Times	and	CBS.	Following	Harrison	Salisbury’s	
dispatches	in	the	New	York	Times,	in	January	1967,	using	Hanoi	propaganda,	word	for	words,	number	by	
number,	Ramparts,	Lady’s	Home	Journal	and	Redbook	used	Hanoi’s	propaganda	of	U.S.	intentionally	
napalming	babies	and	bombing	hospitals	and	schools.29		CBS’s	David	Schoenbrun	mouthed	Hanoi’s	
napalm	propaganda	of	“tens	of	thousands”	burned	with	napalm…30	Sen.	Ted	Kennedy	“very	quietly”	
considered	bringing	100	Vietnamese	burned	children	on	a	national	tour.31	Actually,	in	December	1967,	
the	Viet	Cong	used	napalm	flamethrowers	as	a	weapon	of	terror,	not	military	utility,	Dak	Son,	Duc	Duc.	
Hundreds	hiding	in	burrows,	died	from	napalm,	grenades	or	asphyxiation.32	

	Throughout	1967,	the	North	Vietnamese	vetted,	invited	and	met	many	antiwar	visitors—
journalists,	pastors,	lawyers,	intellectuals	as	well	as	full	time	peace	movement	employees	and	
volunteers.		

***	
Lawyers	Committee	on	American	Policy	toward	Vietnam.	On	January	15,	1967,	The	Lawyers	

Committee	on	American	Policy	toward	Vietnam	ran	an	ad	in	the	New	York	Times	headlined	“U.S.	
intervention	in	Vietnam	is	illegal,”	a	demand	for	U.S.	unilateral	surrender	identical	to	Hanoi’s.	The	
membership	of	the	committee	came	from33	far	left	organizations:	the	CPUSA,	the	National	Lawyers	
Guild,	a	communist	front	the	Emergency	Civil	Liberties	Committee	and	the	ACLU.34		

Ashmore	and	Baggs	Mission	to	Hanoi.	The	Robert	M.	Hutchins’s	Center	for	the	Study	of	
Democratic	Institutions	recommended	a	former	editor	of	the	Little	Rock	Gazette,	Harry	Ashmore	and	
editor	of	Miami	News,	William	Baggs35	to	visit	Hanoi.	They	were	peace	couriers,	not,	they	said,	“to	be	
counted	among	those	radical	American	peace	activists	who,	on	moral	grounds,	had	transferred	their	

																																																													
28 The Military History Institute of Vietnam, 154. 
29 Dr. Howard Rusk, United Nations Children’s Fund, visited 20 civilian hospitals in South Vietnam and found no cases of napalm burns. Other 
American doctors said, there was “no justification for the undue emphasis …by the press upon civilian burns caused by napalm.” See Howard 
Rusk articles in New York Times on March 12 and October 1, 1967 cited in Vietnam: Questions and Answers, Washington, D.C. 1970, 25-6. 
30 Schoenbrun, 371; Richard Perry in Redbook cited in Mary Hershberger, Traveling to Vietnam: American Peace Activist and the War, Syracuse 
University Press, 1998, 123. 
31 According to a member of Senate staff in a March 2, 1967 memo cited in Paul Kengor, “Ted Kennedy’s Vietnam Plot,” American Thinker, 
March 11, 2011.  
32 http://www.vnafmamn.com/untoldpage/VCterror_DakSon1.jpg  
33 The Lawyers Committee on American Policy toward Vietnam “U.S. intervention in Vietnam is illegal.” New York Times January 15, 1967. 
34 The committee’s leadership included Senator Wayne Morse, William L. Standard and Joseph H. Crown, cochairmen, supporter of Hitler-Stalin 
Pact Carey McWilliams, Malcolm Monroe, Aaron M. Diamond, Robert l. Boehm, Harold I. Cammer, William Meyers, Hoch Reid. Its 
Consultative Council of law professors included: Richard A. Falk, Richard J. Barnet, Anthony A. D’Amato, Tom J. Farer, John H.E. Fried, John 
Herz, Stanley Hoffman, Phillip C. Jessup, Wallace McClure, Donald W. McNemar, Saul H. Mendlovitz, Lynn H. Miller, Richard S. Miller, Hans 
J. Morganthal, Vel Nanda, William G. Rice, Lawrence Velvel, Burns H. Weston, Quincy Wright. See: John Conyers, Congressional Record, 
Extension of Remarks, May 10, 1972, H-4924; Max Friedman notes that many were identified CPUSA members and/or frequent joiners of 
communist front groups. These include Standard, Crown, Faulkner, Meyers, Fried, Falk, Morse, Barnet, Mendlovitz, Cammer, Boehm, Carey 
McWilliams, Philip Jessup. Friedman to Canfield, June 18, 2008. 
35 Ashmore, Harry S. and William. C. Baggs, Mission to Hanoi:  A 1968 Chronicle of Double Dealing in High Places, New York: Putnam, 1968; 
Oberdorfer Tet! Cited in Peter Braestrup, Big Story, 596n88.  
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sympathies	to	Hanoi.”36	Yet	Ashmore	and	Baggs	spent	two	hours	talking	to	Ho	Chi	Minh	in	the	old	
French	Governor’s	Palace.	Ho’s	“…benign	presence	place	…him…with	Gandhi	…37		

Hanoi’s	Hospitality.	Ashmore	and	Baggs	arrived	to	a	crowded	Hanoi	on	January	6.	New	York	
Times	reporter	Harrison	Salisbury	claiming	Hanoi	propaganda	as	his	own	work,38	was	departing.	The	
Hanoi	Peace	Committee	was	“squiring	a	group	of	passport	less	lady	pacifists,”	Women	Strike	for	Peace,	
WSP,	veterans	of	prior	meetings	with	Vietnamese	communists.	Members	of	Bertrand	Russell’s	Hanoi-
initiated	war	crimes	investigation,	first	of	three	contingents,	were	in	town.39		

“Smiling	Vietnamese	girls…bearing	delicate	bouquets”	greeted	Ashmore	and	Baggs.	“Black-
pajamaed	girls”	served	“tea,	coffee…	and	tiny	glasses	of	sweet	Vietnamese	cherry	liquor.”	They	stayed	in	
the	elegant	French	colonial	Metropole	Hotel.40		

Their	briefers	were	top-level	North	Vietnamese	journalists	and	propagandists.41	What	They	
Reported.	In	Hanoi,	houses	were	destroyed	on	Nguyen	Thiep	Street,	30	yards	from	“the	rail	line	to	
Haiphong”42	and	to	China.	In	Phu	Ly	and	in	Nam	Dinh	where	U.S.	saturation	bombed	junctions	of	rails	
and	roads,	“blocks	[were]	systematically	leveled.”	They	saw	the	“remains	of	schools,	hospitals,	
orphanages,	pagodas,	and…a	leprosarium””43	They	observed	“the	living	exhibit	of	a	napalm-seared	boy	
of	16.”44		

Mary	McCarthy.	In	February	1967	Mary	McCarthy,	was	in	Hanoi.	She	was	a	Parisian-American	
novelist	and	a	self-described	“socialist	of	a	utopian	kind.”45	Not	pretending	objectivity,	she	and	the	New	
York	Review	of	Books,	were	“looking	for	material	damaging	to	the	American	interest”	to	“move	public	
opinion	to	end	the	war.”		Previously	in	Saigon	McCarthy	said	the	U.S.	was	destroying	roads,	running	
concentration	camps,	increasing	illiteracy,	napalming	children,	conducting	genocide	and	trashing	the	
countryside.46	Surely,	the	North	was	better.		

Public	Supports	President,	February	1967.	On	February	26,	1967,	a	Gallup	Poll	reported	only	
24%	of	Americans	wanted	a	bombing	halt,	67%	opposed	a	halt.47		

The	Russell	Sponsored	Tours	of	Hanoi—January-March	1967.	Ralph	Schoenman,	Bertrand	
Russell’s	Secretary	General	remembers,	“Each	potential	participant	had	been	vetted	for	their	
[counterintelligence]	qualifications…	for	responsible	discretion	with	respect	to	U.S.	intelligence	efforts	
to	obtain	information	about	Vietnamese…logistics	on	the	ground.”48		KGB	agent	Wilfred	Burchett	tagged	
along	as	a	minder.	The	Vietnamese	served	fine	French	food	and	spoon-fed	documents	for	sixteen	days.	
Russell’s	group	consented	to	communist	censorship	of	their	photography.		

																																																													
36 Ashmore and Baggs, 11.  
37 Ashmore and Baggs,  6, 40-5. 
38 Guenter Lewy, America in Vietnam, 400-401. 
39 Ashmore and Baggs,  29. 
40 Ashmore and Baggs, 27. 
41 Pham Ngoc Thuan, chief of cultural relations; Hoang Tung, editor of Nhan Dan, official communist party newspaper; Tran Cong Tuong, chief 
prosecutor; Luu Quy Ky, editor of NLF publications; and Col. Ha Van Lau, military man, diplomat 41 and a serial greeter of antiwar activists 
across the globe. 
42 Pho Nguyen Thiep was a street perpendicular to the Long Bien bridgehead a short block away as can be seen on a map of Hanoi. 
43  Ashmore and Baggs, 20-2. 
44 Ashmore and Baggs, 4-6, 34. 
45 Mary McCarthy, The Seventeenth Degree:  How It Went, Vietnam, Hanoi, Medina, Sons of the Morning, New York: Harcourt Brace, 1967, 
1968, 1972, 1973, 1974, 272. 
46 Mary McCarthy, 3, 7, 8, 63-4, 66, 68, 70, 84,  88, 101, 109, 112, 145.  
47 Adam Garfinkle, Telltale Hearts: The Origins and the Impact of the Vietnam Antiwar Movement, NY: St. Martin’s Griffin, 1997, 16. 
48 Ralph Schoenman, “Truth as Casualty—A Response to Carol Brightman and Carl Oglesby on the Sixties,” Vallejo, California, January 21, 
2008, 1 at http://takingaimradio.com/articles/TRUTH_AS_CASUALTY__A_RESPONSE.pdf 
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John	Gerassi.49	Gerassi	of	Russell	group,	inserted	North	Vietnamese	documents50	into	his	book,	
North	Vietnam:	a	Documentary.	It	was	difficult	for	any	reader	to	distinguish	where	Hanoi’s	propaganda	
began	and	ended	and	where	Gerassi	makes	his	own	observations.	The	replicated	propaganda	claimed,	
“The	US	[was]	destroying	hospitals,	schools,	nurseries,	kindergartens,	and	even	churches	and	pagodas.”	
Yet	in	one	city,	bombing	killed	only	89	and	wounded	405	out	of	a	population	of	93,000.51		

Tea	and	Hugs	with	Pham	Van	Dong.	On	January	11,	1967	John	Gerassi	and	the	Russell	
entourage52,	were	ushered	into	the	Colonial	Presidential	Palace	to	meet	Premier	Pham	Van	Dong	over	
tea,	berry	wine	and	tangerines	for	three	hours.	When	Ho	Chi	Minh	arrived,	Dong	introduced	each	of	the	
Russell	party	of	fourteen	by	their	name,	nationality	and	profession.	Pham	hugged	Gerassi.	Wearing	
sandals	made	from	tires,	Ho	Chi	Minh	read	a	telegram	from	Bertrand	Russell.	Pham	said,	“…The	time	will	
come…when	we	shall	accept…international	brigades,53	both	armed	and	civil.”54		January	15-19,	1967,	in	
Cambodia	the	Vietnamese	showed	a	Russell	group	where	South	Vietnamese	had	violated	the	sovereign	
territory	of	Cambodia.	Hanoi’s	tour	guides	failed	to	mention	its	troops	in	Cambodia.55		

Second	Russell	56	Contingent.	A	SNCC	leader,	Julius	Lester,	remembers,	“Out	of	the	darkness	
comes	this	very	attractive	woman	with	a	bundle	of	flowers	in	her	arms.”	And	several	“elaborate	
banquets	of	French	cuisine…six-seven	course	meals	…went	on	for	hours.”	Lester	says	he	refused	to	
make	a	“treasonous”	broadcast	to	black	troops.57	In	fact,	Lester58,	along	with	Cobb59	and	Ralph	
Schoenman,	spoke	over	Radio	Hanoi.	Schoenman	told	American	troops	they	were	fighting	a	“barbaric	
war…,	bombing	their	schools	and	hospitals…”60	John	Gerassi,	said,	"The	raids	were	exclusively	aimed	at	
killing	people."61		

***	

POW	Dick	Stratton	Displays	POW	Torture.	On	March	6,	1967,	prison	guards	dragged	Navy	Lt.	
Cmdr.	and	POW	Richard	Stratton	before	cameras.62	The	tortured	Stratton	proceeded	to	bow	and	scrape	

																																																													
49 Gerassi, anarcho-Marxist, made a career out of blaming the U.S. for every evil in the world, including Pol Pot’s killing fields in Cambodia. He 
attributed all good to Communists Ho, Castro, Che Guevara, including Abimael Guzmán, philosophy professor, a madman running the 
murderous Shining Path of Peru. 
50 On US Air Attacks Against Residential Quarters in Hanoi, Capitol of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and its Suburbs, Hanoi: Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, December 1966; US Intervention and Aggression in Vietnam During the Last Twenty Years, Hanoi: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
1965;  
51 John Gerassi, North Vietnam: a Documentary, Indianapolis: Bobbs, 1968, 77-8. 95-110, 111-120, 121-134. 
52 French physicist Jean Vigier, French lawyer Leon Matarasso, Japanese professor Setsure Tsurushima, French photographer Roger Pic, KGB 
agent journalist Wilfred Burchett, and seven Japanese “war crimes investigators” 
53 In 1970, Black Panther Huey Newton offered “An undetermined number of troops to assist you in your fight against American imperialism.” 
Huey P. Newton, “Letter to the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam, August 29, 1970.” To Die for the People, 1970, 90. 
54 Gerassi, 58-9, 71-4, 77-8, 83-4. 
55 Gerassi, 151-155. 
56 American staff and participants in the Russell Tribunal were: Dave Dellinger, John Gerassi, Mark Lane, Carl Oglesby, Stokely Carmichael, 
Courtland Cox, Peter Martinson, David Tuck, and Donald Duncan. Ralph Schoenman was the elderly Russell’s flattering and influential 
secretary. Schoenman made Russell, the philosopher of rationalism, say things like, “…Kennedy was more wicked than Hitler.” Russell pled with 
Khrushchev “not to be provoked by the unjustifiable actions of United States” in the Cuban Missile crisis. 
57 Clinton interview of Julius Lester 77-80, 83, 85 
58 Later broadcast -Hanoi in English to Southeast Asia 1000 GMT 22 April 1967. Recorded statement of Julius Lester, American Negro and 
Member of the 4th Investigative Team of the International War Crimes Trial.  
59 Cobb recorded for later rebroadcast-Hanoi in English to American Servicemen 1300 GMT 16 April 1967. 
60 Horowitz, Radical Son, 146-47. 
61 Hanoi, Vietnam News Service, International service in English, 0608 GMT, 15 Jan. 1967 B; "International War Crimes Tribunal First 
Investigation Team Denounces American Crimes in North Vietnam." [English] Vietnam Courier, (Hanoi), Jan. 30, 1967.   
62 “Captured U.S. Officer—Tells of DRV Bombing” Red Star, Moscow 10 March 1967, USSR International Affairs, 16 March 1967, bb 6; 
Moscow’s Red Star said Stratton, “presented a sorry picture.” Howe, 93 cites Hubbell, 177. 
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deeply	to	all	corners	of	the	compass.	He	confessed	to	carpet-bombing.	Later	in	Bratislava,	peace	activist	
Tom	Hayden	would	tell	the	Vietnamese	the	Stratton	film	was	not	helpful	propaganda.		

Third	Russell	Contingent.	In	March	1967,	a	third	Russell	contingent	arrived.		Primed	by	beautiful	
girls,	whiskey	and	photos	of	beheaded	Viet	Cong,	Hugh	Manes	and	Joe	Neilands	saw	only	inhumane	
“guava”	bombs,	Hanoi	in	rubble	and	deliberately	destroyed	hospitals.63		

Two	More	POWs	on	Display.	Perhaps	to	wash	away	the	Stratton	embarrassment,	on	March	16,	
1967,		Russell	group	and	Col.	Ha	Van	Lau	met	two	healthy,	recent	POWs,	Jack	Bomar	and	Joseph	
Crecca64	in	the	“living	room	of	a	villa		in	Hanoi.”	POW	Crecca	confessed	to	dropping	napalm	upon	
Vietnamese	villagers.	Both	urged	Americans	to	work	against	the	war.65	

Quakers	and	the	Good	Ship	Phoenix	March	26-April	5,	1967	
Cash	for	the	Cong.	On	March	26,	1967	an	aggressive	“hippy”	clothed	and	haired66	spin-off	of	the	
American	Friends	Service	Committee,	AFSC,	A	Quaker	Action	Group,	(AQAG),	sailed	the	yacht	Phoenix	
into	Haiphong,	North	Vietnam	with	the	usual	greetings	of	pretty	girls	and	flowers.	Betty	Boardman	said,	
the	“Vietnamese	paid	none	of	our	expenses,”67	but	Bill	Heick	said,	“The	North	Vietnamese	took	care	of	
all	our	expenses…in	North	Vietnam.”68.		
Guided	Tours	and	Selective	Invitations.	The	Friends	group	talked	“at	length	about…antiwar	
organizations…	request[ing]	permission	to	visit	Hanoi.”	Betty	Boardman	praised	Women’s	International	
League	for	Peace	and	Justice,	WILF.	Boardman	spoke	before	208	antiwar	meetings	in	the	next	year.69	

Phil	Drath	toured	with	a	Phoenix	film,	“Voyage	of	the	Phoenix,”70	the	narrator	says,	“We	have	always	
been	accused	of	aiding	the	enemy...Well,	…	that	is	what	we	have	to	do.”71		

***	
THE	SPRING	MOBILIZATION	

Hanoi	Supports	Spring	Mobilization,	POWs	do	not.	In	April	1967,	Premier	Pham	Van	Dong	and	
Ho	Chi	Minh	sent	a	telegram	to	David	Dellinger,	Staughton	Lynd	and	Barbara	Deming,	“I	am	glad	to	learn	
broad	sections	of	the	American	people	are	organizing	a	‘Spring	Mobilization….”72		While	“The	
Vietnamese	urged	POWs	to	write	letters	of	support	[for	the	Spring	Mobe]...		Instead	...	they	scratched	
obscene	words	...	onto	the	posters,	and	...	tore	them	down.73	

																																																													
63 James W. Clinton interview of Hugh Manes, November 16, 1990 and J. B. Nielands, November 13, 1999, 62-65, 69-71. 
64 Stuart I. Rochester and Frederick Kiley, Honor Bound, American Prisoners of War in Southeast Asia 1961-1973, Annapolis: Naval Institute 
Press, 1999, 344. 
65 Statement of Prof. J.B. Neilands, May 12, 1970, Hearings, House Committee on Foreign Affairs, May and June 1970, 117-118. 
66 The crew—Earle Reynolds, Betty Boardman, Philip Drath, Horace Champney, Robert Eaton, Ivan Massar, Richard Faun, and William Heick. 
Richard Greenleaf, “Quakers’ storehouse of brotherly love,” Daily World, July 18, 1969. 
67 James W. Clinton interview of Betty Boardman, October 4, 1990, 92. 
68 James W. Clinton interview of Bill Heick, November 12, 1990, 196. 
69 Indochina Humanitarian Program, AFSC-Vietnam; Joseph Elder, Visit to Polytechnic University, 16 June, 1969c; John Sullivan, Report on 
Mission to Hanoi, AFSC, International Service Division, RPO, 16 Aug., 1972b; Sigmund Diamond, Compromised Campus: The Collaboration of 
Universities with the Intelligence Community, 1945-1955, Oxford University Press, 1992; Ellen Schrecker, No Ivory Tower: McCarthyism and 
the Universities, NY: Oxford University Press, 1986; Chronology, Swarthmore College Peace Collection (SCPC); Ross Flanagan, “On Talking 
with The Enemy,” 1967, DG-74, Box 2, Bratislava, SCPC; SCPC6; Elizabeth Jelinek Boardman, The Phoenix Trip: Notes on a Quaker Mission 
to Haiphong, Burnville, N.C. Celo Press, 1985, 82, 77; Carl Zeitlow, “Hanoi and the Trek of the Phoenix,” Christian Century, 2 
Aug.,1967,1006—all cited in Hershberger, Travel…105-122. 
70 Bill Heick, Dick Faun and Canadian Broadcasting Corporation  produced the film cited  I a pamphlet of a Quaker Action group; Variety, 
Television Review June 14, 1967. 
71 Richard Greenleaf, “Quakers’ storehouse of brotherly love,” [communist] Daily World, July 18, 1969. 
72 Premier Pham Van Dong Thanks the American ‘Spring Mobilization Committee,” Vietnam Courier, Hanoi, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, April 
1967, 107. Cited in Rothrock, 129N1. TTU Archives. 
73 John G. Hubbell, P.O.W.: A Definitive History of the American Prisoner-of War Experience in Vietnam, 1964-1973, New York: Readers Digest 
Press, 1976, 263. 
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Pacifists	Object	to	Communist	Involvement	in	Spring	Mobilization.	On	March	16,	1967	and	
April	12,	1967,	the	national	youth	arm	of	the	(democratic)	Socialist	Party	and	the	Northern	California	
Board	of	the	National	Committee	for	a	Sane	Nuclear	Policy	refused	to	participate	in	the	upcoming	Spring	
Mobilization.	They	said	the	Communists	dominated	the	Spring	Mobe	and	wanted	not	peace,	but	a	Viet	
Cong	victory.74	The	Young	People's	Socialist	Alliance	said,	“...	[S]upporters	of	a	Viet	Cong	victory	are	
lumped	in	with	some	who	sincerely	hope	to	make	a	contribution	to	peace	....75			

At	a	planning	meeting	of	Spring	Mobe,	300	of	the	700	registered	attendees,	43	per	cent,	were	
members	of	various	Stalinist	and	Trotskyite	Communist	groups.76	

A	Lobbied	Martin	Luther	King	Finally	Opposes	Vietnam	War.	In	January	1967,	Martin	Luther	
King's	closest	advisors,	wife	Coretta,	Stanley	Levison77	and	James	Bevel,	had	urged	King	to	oppose	the	
war.	Stanley	Levison	handled	CPUSA	finances.78	Bevel	wanted	an	"international	peace	army"	to	unite	
civil	rights	and	antiwar	movements,	but	Martin	Luther	King	resisted.	Throughout	February,	King	publicly	
thought	the	War	distracted	from	civil	rights.		

Finally	On	April	4,	for	the	first	time,	he	publicly	declared	his	opposition	to	the	war	in	a	meeting	
of	Clergy	and	Laity	Concerned	about	Vietnam	(CALCAV,	later	CALC)	at	the	Riverside	Church.	On	April	30,	
1967,	with	the	same	sponsors	and	venue,	King	said,	the	Vietnam	War	was	"taking	the	young	black	
men…sending	them	8,000	miles	away	to	guarantee	liberties…which	they	had	not	found	in	southwest	
Georgia	and	East	Harlem…”	Unwittingly	echoing	Hanoi,	King	called	the	war	“unjust,	evil,	and	futile.”79		
The	NAACP’s	Roy	Wilkins,			CORE’s	James	Farmer,	and	Ambassador	Ralph	Bunche	still	chastised	Martin	
Luther	King	for	alienating	some	friends	of	civil	rights	including	LBJ.		King:	I	love	America.	King	still	
opposed	provocative	civil	disobedience,	flying	the	Viet	Cong	flag	and	draft	resistance.		The	war	was	
losing	America’s	soul,	its	moral	example.			“I	oppose	the	war…I	love	America.”80	His	aide	Bevel	thought	
otherwise.	Bevel	became	executive	director	of	the	Spring	Mobilization.81	Bevel	said	Vietnam	policy	was	
“genocide”	against	people	“of	color.”	Soviet	influenced	activists	wanted	U.S.	POWs	tried	before	a	U.N.	
genocide	court.82		

***	
APRIL	15,	1967	DEMONSTRATIONS,	NEW	YORK,	SAN	FRANCISCO	AND	THE	WORLD.	

In	New	York	City	on	April	15,	1967,	100,000	marched.	King,	Dellinger,	Nick	Egleson,	Howard	
Zinn,	Ben	Spock	and	Stokely	Carmichael	spoke.	Folk	singer	and	Communist	Pete	Seeger	sang,	as	he	had	

																																																													
74 John Schmitz, et al, Viet Cong Front..., 34 
75 Schmitz, The Viet Cong Front, 34. 
76 Schmitz, The Viet Cong Front..., 35. 
77 The FBI followed the infiltration of CP members Stanley Levison and Hunter Pitts “Jack” O’Dell into SCLC. FBI Director Hoover told the 
Attorney General in July 1965 that Stanley Levison and Clarence Jones, both Communist party members, had been meeting King at the Kennedy 
Airport motor inn for several months and that “actual communists [were] marching in demonstrations.” Roy Wilkins and James Farmer opposed 
tying the Vietnam War to civil rights. Hoover sought AG approval for a wiretap, a “technical,” on Levison and Jones. See: FBI Memo, Hoover to 
Tolson etc, 5:53 PM July 6, 1965. 
78 The FBI’s own agent SOLO delivered and closely monitored Party funds from Moscow;  R.W. Smith to W.C. Sullivan, “Communist Party, 
USA, Solo Funds,” September 16, 1965 at FBI, FOIA, SOLO, 94,  8. 
79 Martin Luther King, “Why I am Opposed to the War in Vietnam,” April 30, 1967, Riverside Church, New York at Pacifica Radio/UC Berkeley 
Social Activism Sound Recording Project, Media Research Center, Moffitt Library UC Berkeley, at www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/Pacificaviet. 
80 DeBenedetti w/ Chatfield, 172-3. 
81 Since 1948, the Soviets and the CPUSA sought US ratification of the Genocide Treaty to bring the U.S. to trial at the UN for genocide against 
American blacks. In fact, Hoang Tung, NVA spokesman, told antiwar activists, “We have plenty of manpower. …After 30 years of war you can 
see many children playing in the streets.” 
82 “The Little-known Background of the Genocide Convention,” Combat, vol. 2, No. 7, April 1, 1974.   
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for	the	American	Peace	Mobilization	in	1941	defending	the	Hitler-Stalin	Pact.83	Stokely	Carmichael	cried,	
“There	is	a	higher	law	than...	a	buffoon	named	...	Johnson.”84	In	San	Francisco,	another	40-50,000	
gathered	at	Kezar	Stadium	in	San	Francisco	to	hear	King	and	other	speakers.85	Judy	Collins	sang	behind	a	
large	banner,	“Viet	Cong.”86	Among	the	attendees	was	Barbara	Boxer,	future	member	of	Congress	and	
U.S.	Senator	(D-CA).87		

Complaints	of	Communist	Influence:		Rusk,	Westmoreland,		Hoover.	Secretary	of	State	Dean	
Rusk	told,	"Meet	the	Press"	that	"the	communist	apparatus"	was	involved	in	the	Spring	Mobilizations	of	
April	"all	over	the	world	and	in	our	country."	On	April	24,	1967,	General	Westmoreland	told	Congress	
anti-war	demonstrators	gave	the	North	Vietnamese	soldier	"hope	that	he	can	win	politically	that	which	
he	cannot	accomplish	militarily."88	On	April	27,	J.	Edgar	Hoover	predicted	“following	the	Communist	
line”	would	“…buttress	the	position	of	North	Vietnam…”	to	breakdown	morale.”89	

Fall	Demonstrations	Planned.	In	late	May,	Spring	Mobe	rubber-stamped	October	protests	at	
the	Pentagon.	October	would	be	the	common	date	for	protests	worldwide.	Before	the	Spring	Mobe	
meeting	broke	up,	it	renamed	itself	the	National	Mobe.	

Turning	Point:	Spring	Mobe	Cooperation	with	Hanoi.		In	retrospect,	the	Spring	Mobe	activities	
of	1967	were	a	turning	point	improving	coordination	between	Vietnamese	officials	and	antiwar	leaders.	
In	1967	and	1968	there	was	a	flurry	of	public	activity	involving	the	North	Vietnamese,	Dave	Dellinger,	
and	Tom	Hayden.	Peter	Collier	and	David	Horowitz	recall,	“New	leftists	met	with	the	North	Vietnamese	
and	the	NLF	in	Havana,	Bratislava	and	Hanoi	to	collaborate	…	providing	propaganda	advice	and	
orchestrating	a	political	campaign	to	demoralize	U.S.	troops…,	and	to	create	…	disruption	at	home.”90		

Supporters	of	American	Troops	Unnoticed.	On	May	13,	1967,	Fire	Captain	Raymond	Gimmler	
organized	70,000	people	including	some	Vietnamese	to	march	in	New	York,	most	carrying	the	stars	and	
stripes,	in	support	of	U.S.	troops	in	Vietnam.91		

Veterans	for	Peace,	Against	the	War.	On	May	22,	1967	Communists,	Arthur	Knight,	Corliss	
Lamont,	Bernard	Koten,	Leroy	Wolin	and	Ron	Wolin,	paid	for	an	ad	in	the	New	York	Times	promoting	a	
CP	front,	Veterans	for	Peace,	VFP.92		

Paralysis	of	Political	Will.		Despite	wild	leftist	claims,	no	one	wanted	to	suppress	free	speech	
and	fewer	still	to	prosecute	dissidents,	even	traitors.	Unlike	Hanoi,	an	internal	paralysis	reigned.	LBJ,	
																																																													
83 HISC, Staff Study, Subversive Involvement in the Origin, Leadership and Activities of the New Mobilization Committee to End the War in 
Vietnam And Its Predecessor Organizations, 1970, ix cited in Paul Kengor, Dupes: How America’s Adversaries Have Manipulated Progressives 
for a Century, Wilmington: ISI Books, 2010, 313. 
84 Hubbell, POW..., 263. 
85 David Duncan, Eldridge Cleaver, Julian Bond, Morris Everson, Rabbi Abe Feinberg, David Harris, Mrs. Martin Luther King, Robert Vaugh, 
Robert Scheer and Grace Mora Newman, sister of a Fort Hood Three deserter. 
86 Los Angeles Times, April 15, 1967 cited at lib.Berkeley.edu/MRC/pacificaviet.html. Also participating were the Communist Rev. William 
Howard Melish, friend of Communist Frank Marshall Davis, Communists Robert Treuhaft, Jessica Mitford, Linus Pauling in HISC, Staff Study, 
Subversive Involvement in the Origin, Leadership and Activities of the New Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam And Its 
Predecessor Organizations, 1970, 5-6 cited in Paul Kengor, Dupes: How America’s Adversaries Have Manipulated Progressives for a Century, 
Wilmington: ISI Books, 2010, 313 
87 Paul Kengor, Dupes: How America’s Adversaries Have Manipulated Progressives for a Century, Wilmington: ISI Books, 2010, 313. 
88 Nguyen Ngoc Tan, The Vietnam War Revisited: A Revolutionary View of U.S. Foreign Policy, Westminster: Vietnam Nationalists in Diaspora, 
Preliminary edition 2012 cites Karnow 1984, 488. 
89 Hoover to Tolson etc, memo, April 27, 1967, p. 2 at FBI, FOIA Web site, “T”, Tolson. 
90 Collier and Horowitz, Destructive Generation...,145. Canfield interview of Sol Stern on 5/11/89 also confirms that Americans did indeed 
advise the Vietnamese on improving their propaganda. So too does Carol McEldowney’s Hanoi Journal 1967. 
91 British Pathe video, “Pro-Vietnam War Parade In New York,” [Video], https://uk.news.yahoo.com/video/pro-vietnam-war-parade-york...;  
“Today in NYC History: Thousands March in NYC to Support ... , “ https://janos.nyc/2015/05/20/today-in-nyc-history-thousands-march.... 
92 Inviting Vietnam vets, the VFP and the demonstration became the vehicle for Jan Barry Crumb’s later founding of Vietnam Veterans against 
the War, VVAW. CPUSA member Corliss Lamont loaned VVAW money for an ad in Playboy. By 1970 VVAW’s 600 members accounted for 
one quarter of one percent of all [Vietnam] war vets.  
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restraining	the	most	powerful	air	force	in	the	world,	dropped	not	bombs	but	1,750,000	leaflets	–	telling	
North	Vietnam	antiwar	protests	would	not	affect	America's	will	to	fight.93		

In	South	Vietnam,	there	was	an	existential	understanding	of	the	peace	movement.		
VOICES	FROM	VIETNAM	

South	Vietnam	Ambassador	Warns	Antiwar	Movement	Can	Lose	the	War.	Within	weeks	of	
becoming	South	Vietnamese	Ambassador	to	the	United	States	in	March	of	1967,	Bui	Diem	warned	South	
Vietnamese	Prime	Minister	Nguyen	Cao	Ky	of	the	influence	of	the	“peace	movement,”	if	LBJ	was	
“unable	to	resist	peace	activities.”94	The	President	feared	a	wider	war	with	China	or	the	Soviet	Union.		

Thieu-	Ky	Responds	to	Dissent	in	South	Vietnam.	Order	and	Elections.	A	resolute	Premier	
Nguyen	Cao	Ky	and	Nguyen	Van	Thieu	acted	to	handle	domestic	dissent	in	the	middle	of	a	war.	Ky	
restored	order	in	Buddhist	disrupted	Danang,	wrote	a	new	republican	constitution,	and	held	elections	in	
4,612	hamlets	that	spring95	and	Presidential	elections	in	the	fall.	During	spring	elections	there	were	680	
Viet	Cong	acts	of	terror	including	the	massacre	of	a	village	chief,	his	family	and	campaign	workers	and	
yet	of	the	85%	eligible	to	vote,96	some	83	percent	turned	out	to	vote	compared	with	62	percent	in	USA	
in	1964	Presidential	election.	Thieu	and	Ky	held	elections	in	the	middle	of	a	war.	Television	did	not	cover	
this	remarkable	achievement.97		

Political	Prisoners:	How	Many?	Don	Bordenkircher,	a	hands-on-advisor	to	South	Vietnamese	
prisons	says,	the	number	of	true	“political	prisoners”	under	the	Nguyen	Van	Thieu	regime	ran	from	
three	to	five	persons	at	a	time,	these	included	fervent	top	level	religious	opponents—Cao	Dai,	Hoa	
Hao—or	Vietnamese	Mafia	like	Binh	Xuyen.98	In	late	1967,	Bordenkircher	counted	every	prisoner	in	
South	Vietnam,	finding	22,400	communist	criminals,	mostly	Viet	Cong	committing	criminal	acts	of	
sedition,	espionage	and	treason.	At	no	time	were	more	than	three-five	individuals	who	had	merely	
spoken	out	against	the	government.99		Thieu	and	Ky	handled	the	Viet	Cong.	President	Johnson	had	less	
will	to	handle	the	“AmeriCong.”			

American	Friends	Visit	South	Vietnam,	August-September	1967.	During	August	and	September	
1967,	Stewart	Meacham	of	American	Friends	Service	Committee,	AFSC,	visited	South	Vietnam.	
Meacham	traveled	freely	in	“corrupt	and	oppressive”	South	Vietnam.	He	declared	U.S.	forces	hidden	
behind	barbed	wire	and	concrete	barriers,	and	Vietnamese	peasants	hating	their	government	and	loving	
the	NLF.	He	said	85%	of	refugees	were	fleeing	their	villages	to	escape	allied	bombing	(not	VC	terror).	
From	June	1967	to	June	1968,	Viet	Cong	terror	attacks	upon	South	Vietnamese	prisons	freed	4,826	
prisoners.	“The	enemy	would	first	shoot	the	jailer,	their	wives	and	children.”	And	then	“use	barbed	wire	
to	hang	them...[or]	”	if	the	gates	were	wooden	“dead	babies,	women	and	jailers	would	be	nailed…by	
driving	stakes	through	their	throats,	shoulders	and	abdomens…”100	The	Viet	Cong	murdered	19	jailers	

																																																													
93 Zaroulis, Who Spoke Up…, 115. The Royal Air Force dropped leaflets over Poland during the joint Nazi-Soviet invasion in September 1939. 
94 CIA, Intelligence Information Special Report, “Vietnamese Ambassador…continued American support,” March 10, 1967, LBJ library, Case # 
NLJ 91-360, doc. # 48a; also vacuous summary in CIA, FOIA, Vietnamese Ambassador to the United States Bui Diem's assessment of the 
influence of the anti-war group in the United States... March 10, 1967, Intelligence information Special Report, 2, Reference: 1992-003134, 
http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/star/images/041/04107102002.pdf 
95 Nguyen Cao Ky, How We Lost the Vietnam War, New York: Cooper Square Press, 1976, 92-9. 
96 Richard Botkin, Ride the Thunder: A Vietnam War Story of Honor and Triumph, New York: WND Books, 2009,121 cites Nguyen Cao Ky, 
with Marvin Wolf, Buddha’s Child: My Fight to Save Vietnam, New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2002, 231. 
97 Uwe Siemon-Netto, DUC: A Reporter’s Love for a Wounded People, Amazon, 2013, 141-143. 
98 Ministry of Interior Circular #757-BNV/CT-13-A/M, March 21, 1969.Cited in Bordenkircher, S.A. Bordenkircher, Tiger Cage: Untold Story, 
Abby Publishing, 1998, 51. 
99 D.E, Bordenkircher, S.A. Bordenkircher, Tiger Cage: Untold Story, Abby Publishing, 1998, 50-51. 
100 D.E, Bordenkircher, S.A. Bordenkircher, Tiger Cage: Untold Story, Abby Publishing, 1998, 75. 
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and	their	wives	and	57	children.	Some	1,022	freed	prisoners	voluntarily	walked	right	back	into	prison.	To	
the	U.S.	media	Viet	Cong	barbarism	was	unnoticed,	unseen	and	unreportable.		

Meanwhile,	Bertrand	Russell	continued	on	his	own	Hanoi	directed	course.	
RUSSELL	WAR	CRIMES	TRIBUNAL	OPENS	

Stockholm,	May	2-10,	1967.	Bertrand	Russell	opened	his	first	official	International	Tribunal	on	
War	Crimes	in	Stockholm.	In	Stockholm	was	the	Soviet	staffed	Stockholm	Conference	on	Vietnam.		

SDSer	Carl	Oglesby,	Courtland	Cox	of	SNCC,	Dave	Dellinger	spent	part	of	the	summer	of	1967	at	
Russell's	show	trial.	Dellinger,	Oglesby,	James	Baldwin	and	Stokely	Carmichael	were	American	members	
of	the	tribunal.	In	1967	Communist	Vietnamese	witnesses	of	the	Bertrand	Russell’s	first	session	were	Do	
Van	Ngoc,	Ngo	Thi	Nga,	Hoang	Tan	Hung,	Nguyen	Van	Dong,	and	in	the	second,	Thai	Binh	Danh,	Pham	
Thi	Yen,	Nguyen	Thi	Tho,	Pham	Ngoc	Thach.	David	Kenneth	Tuck,	Peter	Martinsen,	and	Donald	Duncan	
represented	Vietnam	vets.		
Russell	had	already	concluded,	America	was	guilty	of	"widespread,	deliberate,	and	systematic"	bombing	
of	civilians.	

Kolko:	Dikes	in	War.	Gabriel	Kolko,	history	professor,	alleged	U.	S.	bombing	in	North	Vietnam	of	
“the	entire	dike	network	…violent	and	concentrated	in…1966.”	[False]101	During	the	war	floods,	not	
bombs,	broke	some	dikes.				

The	Russell	Tribunal	took	its	show	to	Tokyo,	Mexico,	and	Rumania	prior	to	an	anticlimactic	finale	
in	a	small	town	in	Denmark	in	November	1967.		

The	New	York	Times	and	CBS	concluded	the	Russell	tribunal	was	a	sham.102	Others	spoke	in	code	
about	Hanoi	propaganda.	POW	Alvarez’s	Linguistic	Code.	Tortured	POW	Everett	Alvarez	wrote	a	
creative	confession	for	the	Bertrand	Russell	tribunal:		

I	protest	the	long,	involved,	costly,	controversial	war,	a	violation	of	the	gallant,	heroic,	
liberated,	freedom	loving,	independent	loving	Vietnamese	people.		

The	Vietnamese	were	putting	words	in	his	mouth.	His	wordy,	exaggerated	outrage	was	not	
native	to	his	American	English	tongue.	

***	
INTERNATIONAL	COORDINATION:	DELLINGER	IN	HANOI.	

Planning	Meeting	in	Bratislava.	On	April	19,	1967	VIETPEACE,	the	Viet	Nam	Peace	Committee	of	
Hanoi	had	asked	Dave	Dellinger	to	choose	four	persons	from	a	Hanoi	list	to	come	to	Hanoi	“for	some	
pressing	discussions.”	Hanoi	suggested	Professor	Staughton	Lynd,	Stokely	Carmichael,	Floyd	McKissick,	
Dagmar	Wilson,	and	an	SDS	member	selected	by	Dellinger.103	Accompanying	Dellinger	“at	the	expense	
of	the	Peace	Committee	of	North	Vietnam”104	was	Nick	Egelson,	SDS	President.	Dave	Dellinger	arrived	in	
Hanoi	on	May	26,	1967,	describing	his	purpose	as	"a	meeting	of	Americans	and	Vietnamese	.	.	.	in	
Bratislava	[Czechoslovakia]	in	September."105	Between	July	26	and	August	17,	1967,	Dellinger	met	again	
with	Do	Xuan	Oanh	about	the	upcoming	meeting	in	Bratislava.106	The	Vietnamese	asked	Dellinger	to	

																																																													
101 Gabriel Kolko, “Report on the Destruction of Dikes: Holland 1944-1945and Korea, Testimony before First Session of Russell War Crimes 
Tribunal, May 2-10, 1967, Stockholm, Sweden; Gabriel Kolko, “Iraq and Vietnam,” Zmag.org, November 9, 2006. 
102

 Wells, The War Within, 142 
103 Tom Charles Huston, Special Report for the President, TOP SECRET, EYES ONLY- Very Sensitive, Foreign Communist Support of the 
Revolutionary Protest Movement in the United States, July 1969, 40, Declassified 11/10/2008 at request of Max Friedman.  
104 National Guardian, June 24, 1967:12 cited in House, Committee on Internal Security, Investigation of Students for a Democratic Society, Part 
7-A, December 9-11, 16 1969, Appendix A, Committee Exhibit No. 2, 2318. 
105  Glass, Washington Post, Nov. 23, 1967. 
106  Tom Charles Huston, 40.  
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invite	30	people.	Dellinger	consulted	Tom	Hayden	who	ultimately	selected	many	people	unknown	to	
Dellinger.107		

Dellinger,	Egelson	and	East	Germans	Meet	Scripted	POWs.	Dellinger	and	Egleson	met	POWs	
Dick	Stratton	and	Doug	Hegdahl	in	June	at	the	Show	Room	at	the	Plantation.108	Dellinger	said	they	were	
“protected	and	well	cared	for,”	their	housing	“comfortable	and	sanitary.”	They	were	in	“good	mental	
health”	and	not	tortured	or	brainwashed.109	In	late	June	an	East	German	film	crew	staged	scenes	for	a	
four-hour	documentary,	Pilots	in	Pajamas,	showing	the	POWs	in	clean	rooms,	well	fed,	exercised.	POW	
Paul	Galanti	pointed	the	middle	fingers	of	both	hands	held	down.110		

Back	home	SDS’s	Egelson	said,	“the	international	communist	conspiracy	is	a	myth.”	The	Viet	
Cong	insurgency	was	“democracy,	neutrality	and	land	reform.”111	

August	15-26,	1967	in	Heraklion,	Crete,	Greece	the	central	Committee	of	the	World	Council	of	
Churches	met	where	the	Russian	Orthodox	Church	and	KGB	agents	Svyatoslav,	Voronov,	Antonov	and	
others	condemned	US	aggression	in	Vietnam.112		

David	Dellinger	would	come	back	from	Hanoi	advocating	a	move	from	protest	to	resistance.113	
By	August	26,	1967	Dellinger	would	pledge,	“There	will	be	no	government	building	left	unattacked.”114		

INTERNATIONAL	INFLUENCES	UPON	THE	ANTIWAR	MOVEMENT?	
CIA	looks	for	Controls.	FBI	finds	Influence.	A	memo	from	Marvin	Watson	to	the	President	Johnson	on	
May	16,	1967,	cited	an	FBI	report:	"the	Communist	Party	and	other	organizations	are	continuing	their	
efforts	to	force	the	United	States	to	change	its	present	policy	toward	Vietnam."	CIA	Director	Helms	
requested	that	CIA	staff	passively115	gather	up	only	whatever	was	readily	available.	CIA	produced	several	
short	memos	“dealing	with	the	foreign	connections…	in	the	anti-war	movement.”	Indeed,	“the	primary	
source	(on)…US	activists…[though]	quite	limited…was	sensitive	intercepts	produced	by	NSA	[National	
Security	Agency]…”116	Also	FBI	reports.	The	contacts	were	“ad	hoc.”	…“There	was	no	evidence	of	
[foreign]	direction	or	formal	coordination.”	The	CIA	culture117	failed	to	notice	Dellinger	and	others	
coordinating	activities	with	Hanoi.	Volunteers,	no	Pension	Plans.	The	weakness	of	the	CIA	analyses	
stemmed	from	an	unrealistic	desire	to	find	out	whether	Hayden,	Dellinger,	and	others	were	classical	
agents	under	foreign	“control.”	Very	few	peace	activists	were	employees	of	the	KGB	on	its	payrolls	or	
KGB	pension	plans,	but	their	hearts	and	minds	belonged	to	the	North	Vietnamese.	A	CIA	“International	
Connections”	report	of	late	1967	admits	“voluntary	activities	serve	Soviet	[North	Vietnamese,]	and	

																																																													
107  James W. Clinton interview of David Dellinger, January 23, 1991, 52. 
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115 CIA, FOIA, memo from Family Jewels, 184. 
116  CIA, FOIA, Director of Current Intelligence to Director of Central Intelligence, “Activity Related to Domestic Events,” 7 May 1973, in 
“Family Jewels” 193-4.   
117 CIA’s Communist Acculturation, OSS. The CIA culture since its OSS beginnings in WWII collaborated with communists to fight the Nazis 
and the Japanese. Ho Chi Minh and General Vo Nguyen Giap, perhaps some beautiful Vietnamese girls and whiskey, charmed the OSS’s 
commanding officer in Vietnam who gave the Communist controlled Viet Minh 5,000 rifles. Today the War Remnants Museum in Saigon 
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Chinese	interests	about	as	well	as	they	could	if	they	were	controlled.”118	Hence,	the	CIA	focus	on	control	
was	irrelevant	to	political	influence	and	cooperation.	

***	
WORLD	PEACE	COUNCIL	SPONSORS	STOCKHOLM	UNITY	CONFERENCE	

ON	VIETNAM	-	JULY	6-9,	1967.	
Soviet	Controlled.	The	World	Peace	Council,	WPC,	sponsored	the	Stockholm	World	Conference	

on	Vietnam,	“swarmed	with	KGB	officers.”119		The	World	Peace	Council,	like	the	Vietnam	Peace	
Committee,	which	had	invited	Dellinger,	Hayden	and	others	to	Hanoi,	was	the	proven120	the	premier	
Soviet	front	organization.		

The	WPC,	while	“aging	and	discredited,”	did	“corral	a	large	number	of	legitimate	pacifist	
groups.”	Americans	were	given	“an	opportunity	to	strengthen…contacts	with	antiwar	groups	throughout	
the	world”	and	to	“continue	their	dialogue	with	the	North	Vietnamese.”121	Some	452	Americans	
attended	the	Stockholm	conference	on	Vietnam.122		

Coordinating	Calendars.	The	Vietnamese	supported	the	specific	actions	of	the	American	peace	
movement.123	The	conference	sought	worldwide	unity	and	coordination	around	a	single	date.	The	
Conference	passed	a	resolution:	"The	organizations	...	working	for	peace…should	mark	October	21	...	by	
demonstrations	in	many	countries	and	towns."124	The	Soviet	Union	openly	coordinated	anti-Vietnam	
war	efforts	worldwide	with	a	world	“Peace	in	Vietnam	Day.”125	Of	course,	Bettina	Aptheker's	Student	
Mobe	had	originated	the	October	21,	1967	date	subsequently	endorsed	by	Spring/National	Mobe.	South	
Vietnam's	Communist	party	planned	a	"Vietnam	Evening"	in	support	of	American	protests	on	October	
21,	1967.126	The	communist	planned	rallies	for	Vietnam	Week,	Oct	15-21,	1967	in	Moscow,	Budapest,	
Tokyo,	Stockholm,	Paris	and	Munich.		

Soviet	Agitprop	on	Vietnam.	Stanislav	Levchenko,	a	KGB	defector,	later	wrote,	"I	worked	for	the	
Soviet	Peace	Committee	during	the	Vietnam	War.	My	job	was	...	to	plan	protest	demonstrations…	"127	
Similarly,	the	top	Soviet	diplomat	at	the	U.N.	in	New	York,	defector	Arkady	Shevchenko,	wrote,	“To	
assist	the	Soviet-controlled	World	Peace	Council,	...	I	was	expected	to	help	organize	...	speeches,	arrange	
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...	meetings,	...	distribute	Council	propaganda	…	creating	high	visibility	...	of	the	Council's	great	role	in	
the	world	movement	for	peace.”128	

Soviet	Funding?	Tom	Charles	Huston	wrote	President	Nixon	“There	is	no	evidence	that	the	
Soviet	Union	has	contributed	funds	to	any	New	Left	or	Black	Power	organizations.”129	Money	
Laundering.	Yet	the	Soviets	had	a	plethora	of	fronts	and	mechanisms	to	launder	funds:	the	CPUSA	(FBI	
agent	SOLO),	Cuba	(conferences,	visitors),	World	Peace	Council	(Stockholm	and	Christian	conferences)	
World	Council	of	Churches	(Russian	orthodox	Church),	Stockholm	Conference,	North	Vietnam,	
international	fronts	and	Soviet	bloc	Communist	parties.		

***	
Newark		Riots.		In	July1-17,	1967	the	National	Guard	and	police	put	down	riots	in	Newark	

resulting	some	said	because	Tom	Hayden’s	SDS	organized	Newark	Community	Union	Project,	NCUP,	had	
fomented	and	organized	the	poor	to	change	the	system.	Hayden	would	pick	SDS	community	organizers	
to	join	the	September	meeting	in	Bratislava	with	Vietnamese	communists.130	Thereafter,	Hayden	in	his	
Red	family,	International	Liberation	School	and	his	book	the	Trial	would	advocate	revolution	in	selected	
communities	like	Newark	as	well	as	Berkeley,	Ann	Arbor,	Cambridge.			

Viet	Cong	influence	after	Stockholm.	From	July	28	-	August	5,	1967,	in	Havana	Castro	conducted	
his	second	Latin	American	Solidarity	Conference	in	which	American	leftists	from	SDS,	SNCC,	and	others	
attended.		North	American	and	NLF	students	met	in	Montreal	in	1967.	On	August	6,	1967	–	Vietnamese	
communists	and	friends	held	Peace	Rallies	in	Montreal.	Also	Atlanta	and	Los	Angeles,	deploring	the	
American	bombing	in	Vietnam	as	well	as	Hiroshima.		

CIA	Ops	in	USA	
CIA’s	CHAOS	Program	on	Counterintelligence.		On	August	15,	1967,	CIA	officer	Thomas	

Karamessines	wrote	a	memo	“Overseas	Coverage	of	Subversive	Student	and	Related	Matters,”	creating	
CHAOS131,	a	program	of	counterintelligence	on	American	terrorists	or	dissidents	having	contact	with	
foreign	agents	or	governments.132	Actually,	the	CIA	had	only	a	handful	of	agents	working	abroad	making	
contacts	with	Soviets,	Cubans,	Chinese	and	North	Vietnamese.	“Never	finding	an	assassin,	a	spy,	or	a	
Republican	at	the	CIA,”133	the	CIA	operated	the	Foreign	Broadcast	Information	Service,	FBIS,	which	
picked	up	Americans	on	Radio	Hanoi.	“FBIS	views	all	this	with	misgivings…we	should	not	be	considered	

																																																													
128 Shevchenko, 300. Sergei O. Tretyakov, “Comrade J”, who conducted post-Soviet spy operations in the USA before defecting, says the Soviet 
Peace Committee directly financed and organized peace, anti-nuclear, disarmament and environmental organizations. Pete Early, Comrade J: The 
Untold Story of Russia’s Master Spy in America after the End of the Cold War, New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2007, 169-177, 194-5. 
129 Tom Charles Huston, 16,28.  
130 SDS organizers were central to disruptions of the upcoming Democratic Convention in Chicago after returning from Hanoi. 
131 Its immediate predecessor. 
132 Frank J. Rafalko, MH/CHAOS: The CIA’s Campaign Against the Radical Left and the Black Panthers, Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 2011, 
15,17. Hysterical claims to the contrary, it became a very modest operation. CHAOS began with a staff of two that never reached 50 and did 
virtually no collection of its own.  It depended up FBI reports, NSA intercepts and scant few CIA field reports. Assigned to run the intelligence 
analysis operation, Richard Ober, was already working the possible foreign intelligence ties of Ramparts Magazine, which had published an 
expose of CIA activities and relations with private institutions. Ober’s CHAOS had name card indexes for several hundred people and closely 
held files on fifty. The CIA’s Central Reference Service had files on only two Americans--both “persons...of…major importance to the political 
life of a foreign country….” See Memorandum for O/ODDI from H.C. Eisenbeiss, Director, Central Reference Service, “Involvement In 
Domestic Affairs [redacted],” 7 May 1973, CIA, FOIA, Family Jewels, 197-8;  CIA, FOIA, memo, “The [MH]CHAOS Program,’ 8 May 1973, 
Family Jewels, 591 
133 Widely used, recently by novelist Charles McCarry at 
http://www.themorningnews.org/archives/personalities/birnbaum_v_charles_mccarry.php. Also David Atlee Phillips and Military publisher 
Armond Noble. CIA bureaucrats resisted CHAOS tasks. William V. Broe, CIA Inspector General, later reported a “high degree of 
resentment…among many Agency employees at being expected to participate in (CHAOS).” CIA, FOIA, memo of William V. Broe, CIA 
Inspector General, circa 9 November 1972, Family Jewels, 325. 



Dr.	Roger	Canfield	 	 Page	14	

policemen	maintaining	surveillance	of	traveling	Americans.”134	CIA	activity	inside	the	USA	was	even	less.	
Despite	wild	rumors,	the	CIA	did	not	conduct	espionage	operations	against	thousands	of	Americans.	In	
fact,	the	CIA	was	providing	training	and	equipment	and	helping	local	police	and	the	Secret	Service	
protect	the	President	and	other	targets	of	assassination.	Reading	citizen’s	mail	was	limited	to	mail	going	
to	and	from	Soviet	Bloc	countries	and	China	during	the	Cold	War.135	The	CIA	had	difficulty	persuading	its	
own	employees	that	CIA’s	overseas	responsibilities	had	legitimate	domestic	elements.		

Those	counterintelligence	and	counterespionage	responsibilities	of	ours	overseas…make	
it	mandatory	for	us	occasionally	to	take	an	interest	in	American	citizens	overseas.	
…Overseas	operations	against	Soviets	and	others	sometimes	produce	leads	to	
Americans	in	conspiratorial	contact	with	our	Communist	targets.136				

For	example,	intercepts	of	foreign	radiotelephone	traffic	“contain	a	large	number	of	unrelated	
conversations	often	involving	US	citizens.”137		

***	
Stokely	Carmichael,	Comrades	in	Arms	Against		

the	“Common	Enemy”	
On	August	31,	1967,	the	VNA	International	News	Service	reported	American	black	power	

advocate	Stokely	Carmichael	had	“…traveled	to	Cuba	and	Vietnam	to	condemn	U.S.	aggression…and	to	
call	for	a	total	revolution	against	the	imperialist,	capitalist,	and	racialist	…United	States.”	During	his	visit	
to	Hanoi,	Carmichael	met	Premier	Pham	Van	Dong	and	others.138	On	August	29,	1967,	Carmichael	
declared	solidarity	with	the	Vietnamese	Communists,	“Our	struggle	is	a	common	struggle….	[W]e	are	
comrades…”139	Pham	Van	Dong	replied,	“The	Vietnamese	people…regard	black	people	in	the	United	
States	as…close	comrades	in	arms	in	the	struggle	against	the	common	enemy,	U.S.	imperialism…”140	
During	1967	Carmichael’s	recorded	messages	were	broadcast	five	times	over	Radio	Hanoi	(September	
15,	18,	20;	October	29,	November	5,	1967)141		

Race	and	War	Connected.	Carmichael	said,	“Have	colored	GI’s	the	right	to	say	no	to	this	war?	
…What	country	do	we	have?.…If	you	can’t	vote	what	are	you	fighting	for?…	No	Vietnamese	ever	lynched	
my	people.	…What	the	hell	is	a	nigger	doing	in	Vietnam?142		The	White	House	was	deluged	with	letters	
condemning	Carmichael’s	treason	and	some	his	race.143	Black	POW	Fred	V.	Cherry	was	forced	to	listen	to	
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a	Stokely	Carmichael	tape.	The	Vietnamese	wanted	to	“play	that	tape	to	young	black	soldiers	in	the	field	
and	get	them	to	drop	their	weapons.”	Cherry	was	tortured	for	93	days.144		

Hanoi	was	confident	of	its	foreign	operations	involving	Stokely	Carmichael,	Women	Strike	for	
Peace	and	others.		

CBS’s	David	Schoenbrun	in	Hanoi.	In	August	1967	David	Schoenbrun,	CBS's	bureau	chief	in	
Paris,	and	his	wife	arrived	in	Hanoi	at	the	show	POW	camp	at	the	Plantation	to	interview	POW	David	
Hughes.	Schoenbrun	had	dinner	with	Ho	Chi	Minh	in	1946	in	Paris	and	described	him	as	the	George	
Washington	of	Vietnam.	Financed	by	Irving	Laucks,	a	patron	of	the	Center	for	Democratic	Institutions,	
and	the	encouragement	of	Averell	Harriman,145	CBS’s	Schoenbrun	felt	confident	in	writing	a	letter	to	Ho	
Chi	Minh	asking	to	see	POW	David	Hughes.	On	May	6,	the	Vietnamese	had	paraded	poor	Hughes	and	
POWs	Gordon	Larson	and	James	Shively	through	an	angry	mob	on	the	streets	of	Hanoi.	The	world	press	
covered	the	bad	scene.		

POW	Hughes	wrote	a	letter	and	made	a	tape	for	his	wife	in	which	he	“stammered”	making	an	
apology	for	harming	the	Vietnamese	people.	Hughes	asked	his	wife	to	help	end	the	war.	The	
Schoenbruns	met	with	POWs	Shively,	Torkelson,	Abbot	and	then	Hegdahl	on	Hanoi’s	short	list	of	POW	
candidates	for	early	release.146		

WSP	in	North	Vietnam	September	2-18,	1967	
KGB	agent	and	journalist	Wilfred	Burchett	accompanied	Dagmar	Wilson,	Ruth	Krause	and	Mary	

Clarke	on	a	two-week	tour	(September	2-18)	of	North	Vietnam	for	Women's	Strike	for	Peace.	WSP	had	
provided	reliable	cadres	for	the	Vietnamese	since	at	least	its	June	1965	meetings	in	Moscow	and	Jakarta	
and	since	sharing	a	Hanoi	bomb	shelter	with	Harrison	Salisbury	in	late	1966.	WSP	ladies	saw	
“destruction	everywhere,”	including,	intentionally	bombed	dikes	and	churches.147	

	For	several	hours,	they	met	Pham	Van	Dong	who	told	them	the	conditions	for	peace—
unconditional	bombing	halt	and	withdrawal	and	recognition	of	the	NLF.148	Dagmar	Wilson	said,	“We	
knew	the	Vietnamese	were	going	to	win.”149		

POW	Hegdahl’s	Hunger	Baffles	WSP.	On	September	11,	POW	Doug	Hegdahl	met	the	WSP.	
Demonstrating	POW	hunger,	POW	Seaman	Doug	Hegdahl,	who	would	lose	75	pounds	in	captivity,	
stuffed	food	and	fingers	in	and	out	of	his	smiling	mouth.	WSP	Zombies,	Robots	or	Apparatchiks?	
Hegdahl	abruptly	asked,	"Are	you	Communists?"	One	startled	WSP	woman	shot	back,	"And	what's	
wrong	with	Communists?"150	Sybil	Stockdale,	wife	of	POW	Jim	Stockdale,	would	later	say	that	Women	
Strike	for	Peace	created	the	real	zombies	of	the	Vietnam	War.	WSP	“...Came	home	and	babbled	the	
North	Vietnamese	propaganda	line	about	treatment	of	prisoners	like	so	many	windup	robots.”151	WSP	
Doctors	Photo.	The	WSP	were	well-trained	party	apparatchiks	knowing	exactly	what	they	were	doing.	
They	commemorated	their	meeting	with	Hegdahl	with	a	phony	doctored	photo	published	in	the	WSP	
newsletter,	Memo,	showing	the	sailor	POW	sitting	intimately	across	the	table	from	the	ladies.	In	fact,	

																																																													
144 Navy Times, found at http://www.navytimes.com/story.php?f=1-292308-1563108.php 
145David Schoenbrun, America Inside Out: At Home & Abroad from Roosevelt to Reagan, New York: McGraw-Hill, 1984, 372-3. 
146 Rochester Kiley, 345, 353-4, 351. 
147 James W. Clinton interview of Mary Clarke, November 16, 1990,2-4. 
148 Hershberger interview with Clark, March 3, 1995 cited in Hershberger 95-97. 
149 Wells interview of Wilson, Wells, The War Within, 163. 
150Hubbell, 335. 
151 James and Sybil Stockdale, In Love and War: The Story of a Family’s Ordeal and Sacrifice during the Vietnam Years,” Maryland: Naval 
Institute Press, 1990, 204. 
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Hegdahl	had	faced	his	Vietnamese	captors	across	the	table,	not	the	women	of	WSP.152	The	Stalinist	WSP	
after	witnessing	Doug	Hegdahl’s	show	of	POW	hunger,	reported	the	POWs	were	well	fed.153		

POW	Carrigan	Denies	Civilians	Targeted.	WSP	also	met	the	recently	captured	and	still	healthy	
POW	Larry	Carrigan.	“The	Vietnamese	wanted	me…	to	say...there	were	civilian	targets	
bombed…while...civilian	targets	did	not	exist…”	Carrigan	insisted	all	targets	“were	hard	military	targets,	
each	and	every	one.”	Carrigan’s	argument	surprised	the	WSP	women.	The	Vietnamese	halted	the	
interview.	

Later,	a	Vietnamese	interrogator	asked	Carrigan	what	a	“wayward	individual”	was.	One	of	the	
women…had	[said]	…I	was	a	wayward	individual”	and	that	"this	young	man	needs	to	be	straightened	out	
in	his	thinking."154	Later	Carrigan	was	beaten	and	had	his	shoulder	dislocated	by	hanging	from	the	ceiling	
with	a	rope.155	The	“wayward”	Larry	Carrigan	said,	“These	people…gave	aid	and	comfort	to	the	
Vietnamese...	They	knew	they	couldn’t	beat	us	in	the	battlefield.	But	they	hoped	to	beat	us	back	in	
Washington.”156		

The	Vietnamese	thought	Hegdahl	was	a	fool.		Hegdahl	said	he	was	an	illiterate	peasant	from	a	
farm	family	too	poor	to	own	a	water	buffalo.	As	the	designated	village	idiot,	The	Vietnamese	gave	the	
harmless	Hegdahl	free	rein	in	the	yard	outside	of	POW	cells.	In	the	yard,	Hegdahl	passed	messages,	
memorized	256	POW	names,	quoted	Lincoln’s	Gettysburg	Address	backwards	and	put	sand	into	the	gas	
tanks	of	five	trucks.	Hegdahl	confessed	to	naval	shelling	Ho	Chi	Minh’s	birthplace	and	signed	his	
confession,	“Seaman	Apprentice	Douglas	Brent	Hegdahl	III,	United	States	Navy	Reserve,	Commanding	
Officer,	USS	Canberra.”		

***	
BRATISLAVA,	CZECHOSLOVAKIA:		

PROVING	SOLIDARITY:	SEPTEMBER	6-13,	1967.	
"I	am	Viet	Cong,"	Tom	Hayden.	

	
Hanoi	was	developing	a	pecking	order	among	the	American	collaborators	measured	by	their	

solidarity	and		commitment	to	communist	victory	in	Vietnam.		Demonstrating	and	Testing	Solidarity.	
Alfred	Hassler,	Fellowship	of	Reconciliation,	FOR,	said	the	Vietnamese	had	“great	difficulty	in	
discriminating	among	the	heavy	load	of	requests…to	visit	Hanoi.”	Hanoi	favored	people	“whose	position	
is	interpreted	by	Hanoi	as	one	of	‘total	solidarity.’’157		

																																																													
152 Testimony of  Louis Stockstill of Readers Digest American Prisoners of War in Southeast Asia, 1971, HEARINGS BEFORE THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY AND SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENTS OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NINETY-SECOND CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION, March 23, 24, 25, 30, 31, April 1, 6, 20 
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1973, 8-10 cited in Rothrock, p. 192-194N13 
156 House, Hearings on Restraints on Travel to Hostile Areas: Hearings before the Committee on Internal Security, 93rd Cong., 1st sess., 1973, 8-
10 cited in Rothrock  195n13. 
157 Hassler 1967a, Swarthmore College Peace Collection cited in Hershberger, 128. Alfred Hassler’s Fellowship of Reconciliation, FOR, had for 
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SANE. FOR leaders said the CPUSA had a greater loyalty to the Soviet Union than they did to peace. See Robbie Liberman, The Strangest 
Dream… 8, 24,85, 115, 141, 142 and 154 cites Alfred Hassler to A.J. Muste, December 23, 1960, Muste Papers, Reel 89.20, Swarthmore College 
Peace Collection. Solidarity Fronts. Soviet and Vietnamese war strategies included solidarity committees. KGB defector, Stanislav Levchenko 
described one, “…solidarity conferences …are completely stage-managed by the Soviets, who get copies of every speech … If there is anything 
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Solidarity	required	support	for	the	Soviet	invasion	of	Hungary	in	1956	and	soon	Czechoslovakia	
in	August	of	1968.	158	

Solidarity	Conference	Bratislava	
In	September	Tom	Hayden	directed	his	own	and	David	Dellinger’s	historic	"solidarity"	

conference	in	Bratislava,	Czechoslovakia	attended	by	35	top	Vietnamese	officials	and	41	American	
radicals.	"I	am	Viet	Cong,"	Tom	Hayden	joyously	proclaimed.	Hayden	and	David	Dellinger	controlled	the	
attendees	and	the	agenda	with	the	assistance	of	the	North	Vietnamese	and	the	Czechs.159	The	
Vietnamese	chose	Bratislava	to	avoid	both	the	State	Department	and	the	New	York	Times,160	in	Prague.		
Czechoslovakia:	Agent	of	Soviet	Strategic	Interests.	During	1967,	Soviet	Marshal	Zhakrov	ordered	the	
Czechs	to	recruit	high-level	agents	of	influence	in	the	United	States.161	The	Czech	Peace	Committee,	
which	hosted	the	Hayden	group,	was	“very	much	party	men…strict	party	line,”	Carol	McEldowney	
wrote.	

What	was	the	Agenda?	Hayden's	agenda	for	the	Bratislava	conference	was	"intended	to	create	
solidarity	and	mutual	understanding	between	revolutionaries	from	Vietnam	and	their	American	
supporters	who	are	trying	to	change	the	United	States."162	Hayden	later	denied	the	revolutionary	and	
pro	Viet	Cong	nature	of	his	conference.	Today	he	claims	only	"a	solidarity	with	remote	human	
suffering,"163	Of	course,	Hayden	and	Dellinger	and	the	Vietnamese	had	been	planning	the	conference	at	
least	since	Dellinger's	trip	to	Hanoi	in	late	May.164	Hayden	and	Dellinger	arrived	a	week	early	in	
Czechoslovakia	doing	further	planning.	Hayden’s	Ramparts	articles	referred	specifically	to	the	detailed	
information	Hayden	had	acquired	at	the	Bratislava	conference.	David	Horowitz,	Ramparts	editor,	says	
Hayden's	articles	were	intentionally	a	perfect	reflection	of	North	Vietnamese	policies.165	At	Bratislava,	
Sol	Stern,	Christopher	Jencks,	and	perhaps	a	few	others	objected	to	a	singular	resolution	or	party	line.166		

Who	Was	Selected	for	Bratislava?	Andrew	Kopkind	described	the	Americans	as	"thirty	friends	of	
Tom	Hayden,	chosen	at	random."	They	were,	said	Kopkind,	"journalists,	religious	leaders,	civil	rights	
militants"	and	"one	verifiable	welfare	mother	...	and	several	stoned	underground	newspaper	editors."167	
The	Communist	Vietnamese	contingent,	which	totaled	thirty-five,	"was	one	of	the	highest	level	
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delegations	to	meet	with	Westerners	outside	North	Vietnam	since	...	Geneva	...	1954."168	The	known	
Vietnamese	participants	had	met	and	would	continue	to	meet	peace	activists	throughout	the	war.169			

Ivo	Vasiljev,	Czech	translator,	identified	Nguyen	Van	Hieu	as	merely	a	“journalist	from	the	
South”	who	was	actually	Secretary	General	of	the	National	Liberation	Front,	known	as	"the	Lenin	of	the	
NLF."	Madam	Binh,	identified	as	vice	president	of	Liberation	Women’s	Union,	was	the	top	NFL	official	at	
Bratislava.170	Nguyen	Thi	Dinh,	a	military	commander	of	the	NLF,	won	the	Lenin	Peace	Prize	in	1967.	

Down	to	Business:	Intelligence	and	Propaganda	
David	Dellinger	briefed	the	Vietnamese	communists	with	political	intelligence	upon	U.S.	politics	

and	anti-war	movement.	Czech	press	reported	the	conference	covered	“the	future	development	of	the	
anti-war	movement.”171	“The	Vietnamese…were	warm,	charming,	calm,	and	well	organized	to	a	fault:	
they	toasted	and	lectured	in	a	formal	style,”	wrote	Todd	Gitlen.	Quaker	Ross	Flanagan	wrote,	“The	
Vietnamese…seemed	to	have…less	hatred	of	Americans	than	had	some	members	of	our	U.S.	
delegation.”172	Raymond	Mungo	remembers	Nguyen	Minh	Vy	hugging	David	Dellinger.173	

“WE	ARE	ALL	VIET	CONG"	
Hayden,	like	Levchenko's	"agents	of	influence,"	knew	what	he	wanted	and	got	it--"an	expression	

of	solidarity	with	the	Vietnamese."	In	the	October	1967	issue	of	the	East	Village	Other,	dateline	
Bratislava,	.174	“Lyndon	Johnson	will	have	a	nightmare	when	he	hears	about	this	meeting,”	said	Tom	
Hayden.	“Because,	like	Spartacus,	whose	fellow	slaves	in	Rome	protected	his	hiding	place	by	each	
claiming	to	be	Spartacus	himself,	I	am	the	Vietcong.	We	are	everywhere!”		We	are	all	the	Vietcong.175	
The	“peace”	movement	had	moved	from	protest	to	resistance.	Within	a	month	of	Bratislava,	some	of	
Hayden's	"AmeriCong"	assaulted	the	Pentagon	across	the	Potomac	River	from	the	White	House.		

Viet	Cong,	a	myth.		Before	Bratislava,	the	U.S.	Embassy,	Saigon	released	an	NLF	"top	secret"	
resolution.	The	V	C	resolution	reminded	its	cadre,	the	NLF,	was	the	"southern	branch"	of	and	"closely	
led	by	the	(Hanoi)	Party	Central	Committee."176	Hanoi	propaganda	created	an	independent	Viet	Cong	of	
mythic,	heroic	peasants	emerging	from	tunnels,	defeating	the	west	with	punji	sticks,	handguns	and	their	
bare	hands	and	disappearing	into	the	night	untouched.	It	was	a	seldom-challenged	fabricated	
apparition.	Only	6,000	of	the	16,	000	cadres	who	fought	in	the	Cu	Chi	tunnels	survived	the	war.177	
Spartacus—Proletarian	Revolutionary.		According	to	official	Communist	doctrine,	Spartacus	was	the	
first	proletarian	revolutionary.	The	direct	predecessors	of	the	first	German	Communist	Party	called	
themselves	the	Spartacists.178	The	American	Spartacist	journal	was	pro-Stalinist.179	The	American	
communist	Dalton	Trumbo	wrote	the	screenplay	for	the	movie,	Spartacus.180	The	Spartacists	within	the	
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SDS	advocated	the	formation	of	an	international	brigade	to	fight	alongside	the	Viet	Cong.181	Spartacus	
was	the	first	Communist	revolutionary--	the	first	Viet	Cong.	Tom	Hayden’s	"I	am	Viet	Cong"	meant	then	
and	means	now	exactly	what	the	words	say.	"I	am	Viet	Cong,”	meant	his	solidarity	with	the	communist	
totalitarians.	The	Haydenistas	had	captured	the	Vietnamese	concept	of	Dau	Tranh—total	war,	total	
suffering,	via	armed,	political,	and	diplomatic	struggle	on	all	fronts.	Yet	the	US	government	didn’t	get	it.		

The	Legacy	of	Bratislava	Underestimated.	The	Bratislava	conference	cemented	solidarity	with	
the	Viet	Cong	in	specific	forms	unnoticed	by	the	U.S.	Government.	A	State	Department	telegram	in	
Hayden’s	Reunion:		

September	19,	1967	
Subject:	U.S.	-	North	Vietnam	meeting	in	Bratislava…	
C.	Atmosphere	impersonal	despite	evident	intent	of	U.S.	and	Vietnamese	sponsors	to	
develop	personal	contacts	and	deep	relationships.		

“Impersonal”	day	and	night	trips	down	the	Danube,	speeches,	seminars,	and	private	
meetings.182	The	"official"	contacts	were	with	Vietnam's	"fraternal"	friends.	Ross	Flanagan	described	the	
American	contribution	of	intelligence	to	the	Vietnamese	Communists,	“[A]n	assessments	of	the	effects	
(political,	social,	and	economic)	of	the	war	…and	an	explanation	of	constituencies	active	in	the	anti-war	
movement.”	Like	the	State	Department,	a	CIA	report	concluded,	“little	information	is	available	…beyond	
discussion	of	the	planned	demonstrations.”183	The	CIA	report	passed	lightly	over	international	
“consultation	and	coordination”	emphasizing	“no	evidence	of	[foreign]	direction	or	control.”184	In	early	
October	1967.	

Secretary	of	State	Dean	Rusk	told	columnists	Evans	and	Novak,	“Despite	detailed	intelligence	of	
Red	control	over	the	peace	movement,	we	haven’t	made	public	the	extent	of	our	knowledge.	We	didn’t	
want	to	set	off	a	new	McCarthyism.”185		

The	Achievements	of	Bratislava.	The	myopic	State	Department	and	CIA	reports	on	Bratislava	
notwithstanding,	many	things	were	happening.	SDS	leader	Todd	Gitlen	writes	that	“One	(American)	
proclaimed	that	the	antiwar	movement	was	‘the	National	Liberation	Front	behind	LBJ's	lines.”	
Christopher	Jencks,	writing	for	The	New	Republic,	“The	common	bond	between	the	New	Left	and	the	
NLF	is	…a	common	enemy:	the	US	government,	the	system,	the	Establishment.”186	Carol	McEldowney	
came	to		believe	the	U.S.	intentionally	bombed	the	Polish	Friendship	School…50	times.187	Visitors	to	
Bratislava	and	Hanoi	brought	back	trophies.	They	wore	“aluminum	rings—cast,	they	were	told,	from	the	
scrap	of	an	American	bomber	shot	down	during	a	raid.	A	few	had	bomb	casings	and	antipersonnel	
pellets.”188			
		 Bratislava	brought	the	antiwar	movement	closer	to	the	communists	in	both	strategy	and	tactics.	

The	Fruits	of	Solidarity	in	Bratislava:		
South	Vietnam	People's	Committee	in	Solidarity	with	the	American	People	
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Within	a	month	of	Bratislava,	on	October	16,	1967,189	the	NLF	(Viet	Cong)	created	the	South	
Vietnam	People's	Committee	in	Solidarity	with	the	American	People,	(Viet	My),	establishing	relations	
with	"all	progressive	organizations	and	individuals	in	the	United	States	who	are	struggling	for	peace,	
justice,	freedom,	democracy	and	civil	rights.	Viet	My	singled	out	and	wished	"brilliant	success"	to	the	
protests	of	both	the	National	Mobe,	soon	to	be	led	by	the	Bratislava	team	(Dellinger-Hayden-Davis),	and	
the	Student	Mobe,	led	by	Herbert	Aptheker’s	daughter	Bettina	Aptheker.	Viet	Cong	informed	its	troops	
of	the	committee’s	purposes	and	plans.190	Viet	My	used	words	like	“coordinate,”	“consolidate,”	“unite,”	
and	“close	ties”	indicated	the	ties	between	Hanoi	and	the	antiwar	movement.	Viet	My	soon	singled	out	
one	person	for	special	mention--	Tom	Hayden.	In	late	October	1967,	the	South	Vietnamese	People's	
Committee	for	Solidarity	with	the	American	People,191Viet	My,	noted	North	Vietnamese	Premier	Pham	
Van	Dong's	“reception	of	the	American	peace	delegation	[on	October	12,	1967192],	headed	by	Mr.	Tom	
Hayden….193	The	FBI	would	later	write	that	the	Czechoslovakian	meeting	had	"marked	[the]	beginning	of	
an	increased	effort	by	the	Soviets	and	the	North	Vietnamese	to	push	anti-American	activism	on	a	world	
scale."194		

Agents	of	Propaganda.	Sol	Stern	remembers	Americans	advising	the	Vietnamese	on	how	to	
improve	their	propaganda195	and	David	Horowitz,	“how	to	conduct	their	psychological	warfare	campaign	
against	the	United	States.”196	Carol	McEldowney’s	contemporary	journal	corroborates	American	
eagerness	to	improve	Hanoi	propaganda.	Hanoi’s	propaganda	was	“the	truth,”	invidiously	contrasted	
with	American	psychological	warfare.	Hanoi’s	propaganda	would,	“bring	truth	to	masses.”	McEldowney	
also	gave	advice	on	selection	of	music	for	Radio	Hanoi.	Afterwards	Vietnamese	propaganda	did	become	
less	crude.	Trying	at	the	last	to	moderate	its	own	propaganda,197	Bertrand	Russell's	War	Crimes	Tribunal	
dropped	into	the	black	hole	of	history.	

Liberation	News	Service,	Dispatches:	VC	Media.	Back	home	Raymond	Mungo	joined	Marshall	
Bloom	in	renaming	their	Resistance	Press	Service.	Liberation	News	Service	(LNS).	Based	on	meetings	
with	Madame	Binh	and	Le	Duy	Van	at	the	Bratislava	conference,	the	Americans	named	Liberation	News	
Service	(LNS)	after	the	National	Liberation	Front.198	The	leftist	equivalent	of	the	AP	or	UPI,	the	Liberation	
News	Service	(LNS)	became	a	"direct	message	link"	between	"radical	groups"199	and	third	world	
"guerrilla	forces".200	LNS	was	"Marxist-Leninist,	anti-capitalist,	anti-military,	pro	Viet	Cong,	and	pro	Black	
Panther,"	according	to	a	report	of	the	U.S.	Senate.201	
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Dispatch	News	Service.	Others	formed	the	Dispatch	News	Service	(DNS),	specializing	in	anti-
American,	antiwar	stories.	Writers	for	the	Dispatch	News	Service	included:	KGB-controlled	journalist,	
Wilfred	Burchett;	Economic	Democracy	theorist,	Derek	Shearer;	and	Indochina	lobbyist,	Gareth	
Porter.202	A	number	carried	Dispatch	credentials	in	Saigon.203	The	Episcopal	Church	funded	Liberation	
News	Service	through	its	"Action	Training	Centers."204	KGB	agent	Wilfred	Burchett	filed	a	continuing	
series	of	horrific–and	false--stories	about	the	U.S.	intentionally	bombing	civilian	targets	and	
systematically	bombing	dams	and	dikes.205		

General	Giap	Reports	Progress	in	War	
As	the	Bratislava	love	fest	ended,	from	Sept	14-16,	1967	the	Vietnamese	Defense	Minister	Vo	

Nguyen	Giap	published	his	views.	He	said	U.S.	military	action	were	limited	because	the	war	was	
impacting	“political,	economic,	and	social	life	in	the	U.S.”	He	argued	that	eventually	the	US	would	tire	of	
the	war.206	Antiwar	politics	were	integral	to	General	Giap’s	war	strategy.		

Prague	Briefing	for	Hayden	Entourage	to	Hanoi:		
Vasiljev,	Chuong	

Back	in	Prague	on	September	17,	the	group	met	Ivo	Vasiljev,	a	Czech	translator	of	Vietnamese	
language	and	culture.	Vasilov	was	an	admirer	of	Ho	Chi	Minh.	Intelligence	Exchanged.	Fluent	English-
speaking	Pham	Van	Chuong,	UCP	(ban	doi	ngoa),	Vice	Chairman	of	External	Relations	Commission	of	the	
Vietnamese	Communist	Party,	gave	advise	on	propaganda.	Tom	Hayden	wrote	that	Chuong	gave	
“information”	that	would	persuade	soldiers	not	to	fight	and	the	American	people	to	oppose	the	war.207	
Hayden	would	soon	take	Chuong’s	advice	over	Radio	Hanoi	to	US	servicemen.	Later	Pham	Van	Chuong	
said	the	antiwar	movement	was	an	integral	part	of	Hanoi’s	strategy.	He	provided	the	activists	with	
“information	that	was	impossible	to	get	from	the	U.S.	government	or	from	any	news	outlet	about	the	
‘truth’	about	what	was	happening	on	the	ground	in	Vietnam.”	In	return	Chuong	“received	updates	about	
anti-war	activities	in	the	U.S.”208	Carol	McEldowney:	Community	Organizer,	Propagandist.	SDS’s	
community	organizer	of	Glenville’s	poor	in	Cleveland	thought	always	in	terms	of	political	strategy	and	
tactics.	Carol	McEldowney	doubted	the	political	usefulness	of	meeting	POWs.	She	wanted	to	know	what	
to	do	when	she	got	home,	the	America	role	in	war	crimes	investigations	and	how	to	bring	together	
community	organizing	cadre	and	antiwar	groups.	McEldowney	left	Bratislava,	committed	to	“doing	
some	propaganda	work”	among	GIs	and	making	tapes	for	NLF.	209		

Hayden	Entourage	on	to	Hanoi.	Hayden’s	selected	entourage,	no	sceptics	and	no	Quakers	
allowed,		from	Bratislava	went	off	to	North	Vietnam	in	the	interest	of	"inter-national	solidarity	between	
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...	Socialist	countries	headed	by	the	Soviet	Union."210	Tom	Hayden	would	not	only	lead	the	eighteen-day	
tour	to	Hanoi	and	the	POW	interviews,	but	also	make	two	Radio	Hanoi	broadcasts	and	take	the	release	
of	three	American	POWs.		Many	Vietnamese,211	traveled	back	from	Bratislava	to	Hanoi	to	continue	
building	their	relations	with	their	American	cadre.	In	Hanoi,	the	Americans	were	greeted	warmly	with	
flowers	“So	good	to	be	met	by	friends,”	McEldowney	wrote.	Vivian	Rothstein’s	memories	are	of	a	
terrified	21	year-old	flying	into	Hanoi,	“…There	was	bombing	every	day…We	had	to	wear	helmets…go	
into	bomb	shelters…really	scary.”212	Rothstein’s	memories	may	have	been	distorted	by	the	Vietnamese	
hospitality	flowers,	ivory	necklaces,	free	alcohol,	rich	French	food,	helmets	and	bomb	shelters.	
McEldowney’s	describes,	“Dinner…a	joyous,	drunken	affair.	…	I	am	no	longer	surprised	when	I	meet	
someone	who	already	knows	my	name…Dinner	filled	with	merriment	…toasting,	and	too	much	
liquor.”213			

The	Americans	were	soldiers	once…and	young.	Visiting	a	bombed	school	in	Ha	Dong	province,	
Carol	McEldowney	thought	schools	were	the	“best	targets	to	bomb—destroy	the	signs	of	socialist	
progress.”214	Only	in	her	private	journal	did	McEldowney	note	the	lack	of	“concrete	evidence	about	
proof	of	x	bombs	at	y	site	on	z	day.”215		

Hanoi’s	Propaganda	Improves	under	American	Guidance?	The	Vietnamese	learned	not	to	
repeat	their	crudest	propaganda	used	in	South	Viet	Nam	--	that	American	soldiers	ate	the	livers	of	their	
victims	that	U.S.-Diem	troops	indulging	in	cannibalism…	.	Young	men	eat	human	liver	..."216	NLF	of	
Central	Vietnam	claimed	that	1st	Marine	Division	massacred	hundreds,	stripped	and	raped	women	to	
death,	cut	off	the	heads	of	children	and	boxed	them	in	front	of	their	mothers…	remove	livers	for	eating.		

Russell	Tribunal	member	John	Gerassi	published	these	charges	without	comment.217	Back	home	
Vivian	Rothstein	played	a	tape	hundreds	of	times	of	Van	saying,	“American	GIs	brutalized	women,	raped	
them,	put	broken	coke	bottles	up	their	vaginas.”218		

In	1966,	NY	Timesman	Harrison	Salisbury	described,	“Atrocity	propaganda	...	crude	and	blood-
curdling…disembowelments,	mass	raping,	deliberate	killing	of	unborn	and	new	born	children,	
cannibalism,	fetishism...	beheadings,	torturings,	disfigurements...219		
			 Like	most	in	Hayden's	group,	a	sympathetic	Salisbury	did	not	repeat	the	cruder	propaganda	of	
the	Vietnamese.	He	and	others	sanitized	it	…avoiding	turning	klieg	lights	upon	Hanoi’s	lies.		

KGB	Tour	Guide:	Wilfred	Burchett.	An	Associated	Press	story	briefly	described	the	Hayden	
group's	arrival	for	its	guided	tour	under	the	by-line	"AP	-	Hanoi,	Wilfred	Burchett."	AP	described	its	
reporter	Burchett	"is	an	Australian	journalist	...	[with]	close	connections	with	North	Vietnam	and	the	
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Viet	Cong.	Mr.	Burchett	reports	from	countries	from	which	non-Communist	newsmen	are	barred."220	
Since	McCarthy	it	was	impolite	to	call	a	communist	a	communist.		

Ha	Van	Lau:	Horrific	Weapons	Target	Civilians.	On	October	4,	1967,	the	Hayden	group	met	with	
Col.	Ha	Van	Lau,	veteran	Hanoi	diplomat.	McEldowney	identified	Lau	as	a	member	of	the	Central	
Committee	of	War	Crimes	Investigating	team.	He	said,	the	U.S.	was	using	horrific	banned	weapons,	
napalm,	magnesium,	phosphorus,	and	toxic	chemicals.	It	was	targeting	schools,	hospitals,	churches,	
dikes.	“It	is	clear	civilians	are	the	main	target”	and	“the	U.S.	was	fighting	a	genocidal	war.”221		

Staged	Destruction	and	Injuries.	Nguyen	Van	Huyen,	Minister	of	Education	and	Han	Sun	Huy,	
director	of	Ha	Phu	School	showed	the	Americans	wounded	children.	McEldowney	writes,	“long	debate	
afterwards	about	whether	the	kid	(who	spoke)	was	rehearsed,	how	staged	it	was.”	McEldowney	never	
expressed	such	reservations	back	home.222	She	noticed	women	armed	with	light	caliber	guns,	“all	
perfectly	prepared	for	us…one	of	the	more	obvious	set-ups	we’ve	encountered.”223		

POWs	Interviewed:	Baker,	Carrigan,	Hegdahl.	Greeted	by	sweet	smelling	flowers	and	music,	
Hayden's	entourage	saw	a	film	of	a	POW	Christmas	featuring	a	Capt.	Glendon	Perkins	tortured	into	
playing	an	organ	and	a	staged	religious	service.224	They	then	"interviewed"	American	Prisoners	of	War	
Major	Elmo	Clinnard	Baker,	Capt.	Larry	E.	Carrigan	and	Doug	Hegdahl	at	the	Show	Room	of	the	
Plantation.225	

POW	Hegdahl	Performs	Again.	The	North	Vietnamese	once	again	selected	Doug	Hegdahl	to	
meet	Hayden's	group.	POW	Doug	Hegdahl	certainly	was	a	clown,	but	not	the	fool	the	Vietnamese	surely	
thought	they	had.	They	had	set	Hegdahl	up	to	meet	three	separate	American	groups	in	early	September	
and	early	October.	

Well-rehearsed,	on	October	11.	POW	Hegdahl	looked	over	the	group.	Immediately	recognizing	
Tom	Hayden	as	the	group's	leader,226	Hegdahl	greeted	him	with	a	middle	finger.	Surprised,	Hayden	
stared,	paused,	smiled,	and	returned	the	gesture.227	Hegdahl	found	the	women,	Carol	McEldowney	and	
Vivian	Rothstein228	offensive,	“There	were	four	girls	dressed	in	worn,	patched	blue	jeans.	Disagreeable	
body	odors	emanated…	The	Vietnamese	women	who	served	them	found	them	repulsive—their	eyes	
were	filled	with	contempt.”229	Carol	McEldowney	wrote	Hegdahl	was	“a	strange	kid…the	nerviest.	…He	
did	ask	…	who	sent	us,	who	financed	us	and	whether	we	were	Communists.	...I	didn’t	care	for	him….”230		

POW	Larry	Carrigan.	Carol	McEldowney	wrote	in	her	journal,	“POW	Larry	Carrigan	had	us	on	the	
defensive,	especially	Rennie	(Davis),	asking	us	to	defend	our	antiwar	attitudes...He	knew	we	were	
Communists:	and	I	knew	in	the	U.S.	he	would	be	an	enemy,	a	typical	air	force	trained	anti-communist	
sharpie.	I	really	hated	him—saw	him	as	a	white	guy…who	would	drop	bombs	on	Negroes	in	a	race	riot.			
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Hayden,	McEldowney	Advice	on	Propaganda.	Carol	McEldowney	told	her	journal,	“I	felt	for	the	
first	time	that	we	were	being	used	by	them	[the	North	Vietnamese]	for	their	own	propaganda.”	She	felt	
the	Vietnamese	had	“incredible	nerve”	to	use	POWs	that	way.	Afterwards	McEldowney	never	made	any	
known	public	protest	of	such	exploitation	of	POWs.	She	concluded	not	that	such	propaganda	was	
wrong,	but	that	“the	issue	of	prisoners	is	not	a	good	organizing	issue.”	The	US	group	agreed,	“it	was	not	
worth	it	if	it	really	created	great	problems	for	the	[Communist’s]	Peace	Committee.”	Tom	Hayden	
advised	Major	Bai,	POWs	PAVN	escort,	photos	of	POW	Richard	Stratton	bowing	excessively	was	bad	
propaganda.	Also	the	POWs’	public	statements	did	not	match	how	Americans	would	normally	speak.	
Hayden	later	called	returning	POWs,	“Hypocrites,	liars	and	pawns.”	McEldowney	wrote	that	by	avoiding	
“corny,	propaganda-sounding	remarks…I	will	…	talk	in	real	terms	to	real	people	back	home….”231		

Retrospective	on	POW	Conditions.	Vivian	Rothstein	“We	had	a	lot	of	discussions	about	whether	
the	pilots	were	truthful	–were	they	really	treated	well	or	were	they	being	forced	to	pretend	(they	
opposed	the	war)?”	And	“I’m	sure	they	must	have	thought	we	were	traitors….”232	“They	probably	hated	
us	and	saw	us	as	Communists	who	were	part	of	the	North	Vietnamese	support	apparatus.”	It	is	not	
recorded	that	Vivian	Rothstein	expressed	any	such	doubts	when	doing	“a	lot	of	speaking	against	the	
war.”233	She	was	a	real	Hanoi	apparatchik.		

Communist	Propaganda	as	Truth.	On	October	11,	the	Hayden	entourage	met	in	the	afternoon	
with	Mr.	Ky	of	the	Journalist	Association	to	discuss	mobilizing	the	people	to	build	socialism	and	to	defeat	
the	enemy	they	met	“Hanoi	Hannah”	(Trinh	Thi	Ngo,	Thu	Huong,	Autumn	Fragrance)	where	the	Voice	of	
Vietnam,	“speak	the	truth.”	McEldowney’s	journal,	“We	talked	awhile	…establishing	effective	
propaganda.	…We	tried	to	think	of	a	tape	…[the]	GI’s	might	listen	to.	(We	heard	a	few	of	their	tapes.)	
Rennie	(Davis)	and	Norm	(Fruchter)	talked	with	them…about	..	problems	of	their	propaganda.			

McEldowney	wrote	an	article	for	Thong	Nhat	about	“how	hard	it	is	to	write	‘credible	
propaganda’	in	usable	English.”234		

Pham	Van	Dong	Honors	Hayden	Entourage	as	“Comrades	in	Arms.”	On	October	12,235	they	met	
with	Premier	Pham	Van	Dong.	According	to	the	Communist	Thoi	Moi	of	October	20,	"The	seven,	led	by	
Thomas	Hayden,	gave	Pham	a	report	on	the	anti-war	movement	in	the	United	States.”	The	English	
language	Vietnam	Courier	printed	the	names,	dates,	places,	activities,	and	organizations	within	the	anti-
war	movement.236	"Photographs	of	peace	movements	had	been	sent	to	COSVN	by	...(U.S.)	the	peace	
organizations…	.These	U.S.	photos	were	used	in	NFL	leaflets."237	McEldowney	sought	a	taped	message	
from	Hanoi	leadership	about	planned	demonstrations	on	October	21,	to	make	tapes	for	GIs	and	to	talk	
with	Hanoi’s	information	minister,	Nguyen	Minh	Vy.238	Clearly,	the	antiwar	movement	was	moving	in	
lock	step	with	Hanoi.	
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Pham	Van	Dong:	“Solidarity	binding	comrades-in-arms"	North	Vietnamese	Premier	Pham	Van	
Dong	was	pleased.	Dong's	gratitude	was	expressed	publicly	in	Thoi	Moi	and	privately	in	Carol	
McEldowney’s	Hanoi	Journal.	Dong	praised	his	"American	friends"	for	their	"Solidarity	binding	
comrades-in-arms."	Hayden's	troops	were,	"combatants"	in	North	Vietnam's	struggle	against	the	United	
States.	Dong	said,	“The	Vietnamese	people	send	the	American	people	their	sincere	and	friendly	
sentiments	...	of	solidarity	binding	comrades-in-arms	...		You	are	the	combatants	of	a	great	nation.”239		
The	Vietnamese	reserved	the	term	"comrade-in-arms"	for	those	with	whom	they	had	fraternal	and	
friendly	relations,	like	foreign	Communist	parties240	and	for	those	progressives	who	had	joined	in	
political	struggles	behind	enemy	lines.	Similarly,	the	term	"struggle"	had	a	precise	meaning.	Hayden	was	
a	key	operative	in	what	the	North	Vietnamese	strategists	called	the	political	struggle	(Dau	Tranh	Chinh	
Tri),	both	action	among	the	enemy	(Dich	Van)	and	action	among	the	enemy's	military	(Binh	Van).		

McEldowney’s	private	journal	records	Pham	Van	Dong	saying,	‘We	should	coordinate	our	
struggle.	...	you	have	your	work	and	your	task.	If	we	each	do	our	work,	we	will	have	solidarity	and	
coordination.	…	”241		Solidarity	in	a	common	struggle	presumed	coordination	of	strategy,	tactics	and	
propaganda	themes.	Nguyen	Minh	Vy,	information	minister,	told	McEldowney	that	the	newspaper	
Thong	Nhat	regularly	covered	“…	wide	range	of	sources	of	commentary	including	the	U.S.	peace	
movement,	U.S.	Senate	speeches	and	articles	in	the	National	Guardian.242		

McEldowney’s	journal	noted,	“They	loaded	us	down	with	beautiful	gifts.	My	comb	made	from	
metal	from	a	shot	down	US	plane…	.”243	McEldowney	was	charmed.	Nguyen	Trung	Hieu	had	walked	
American	visitors	around	town	and	drank	nightcaps	at	the	Metropole	Hotel.244	“He’s	a	terribly	
sentimental	guy	(and	perfectly	lovely).	He	talked,	…for	the	need	of	love	and	friendship	especially	during	
war.”245		

***	
Meeting	with	the	enemy	in	war	energized	the	antiwar	movement	to	take	action	against	the	seat	

of	military	power	itself	in	Oakland,	Boston,	Madison	and	the	Pentagon	Washington.		
Back	Home:	Oakland	Stop	the	Draft	Week	

The	Vietnam	Day	Committee,	VDC,	led	the	Oakland	Stop	the	Draft	Week,	October	16-29,	1967.	
On	the	15th	of	October,	the	Vietnam	Day	Committee	marched	7,000-14,000	toward	the	Oakland	Army	
Base,	but	stopped	for	a	rally	in	Provo	Park	in	Berkeley.	The	next	day,	the	Hell’s	Angels	motorcycle	gang	
attacked	the	protestors	and	Oakland	Police	stopped	another	march	of	3,000.	On	October	20,	1967,	BBC	
reported	that	VDC	protesters	had	barricaded	roads	to	stop	buses	carrying	Army	recruits	to	the	Army's	
Induction	Center	in	Oakland.	Helmeted	and	wood	shield	carrying	protesters	overturned	cars	and	threw	
rocks	at	the	police	injuring	four.246	The	Alameda	County	District	Attorney	charged	seven.	The	Oakland	
Seven	were	Maoist	Steve	Hamilton,	Daily	World	writer	Terry	Cannon,	red	diaper	baby	Bob	Mandel,	NLF	
cheerleader	and	“left	field”	sports	editor	Frank	Barracker	and	SDSers	Jeff	Segal,	Mike	Smith	and	Reese	

																																																													
239 Thoi Moi cited by Bernard-Joseph Carbanes in an Agence France Presse dispatch of 20 October, 1967 from Hanoi, emphasis added; Paris AFP 
in English, 1400 GMT, 30 October 67E; McEldowney, 89-91. 
240For example, Ho Chi Minh referred to the Cubans as "comrades in arms" in a speech honoring them on November 2, 1966. See:  "Speech in 
Honor of Cuban President Osvaldo Dorticos," in Bernard Fall (ed.), 347. 
241 McEldowney, 90-1. 
242 McEldowney, 72.  
243 McEldowney, 26, 101, 110. 
244 The author had the distinct pleasure of sharing a round of “Cuba Libres” above the bomb shelter in a patio at the Metropole Hotel in 2008.  
245 McEldowney, 42. 
246 BBC October 20, 1967. 
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Erlich.247	In	a	three-month	show	trial,	they	were	acquitted.	Attorney	and	identified	Communist248	
attorney	Charles	Garry	told	the	jury,	“These	young	men	are	no	more	guilty	than	the	Rosenbergs	or	
Morton	Sobel.	The	government	ought	to	pin	a	medal	on	them.”249	Sobel	and	the	Rosenbergs	were	
convicted	Soviet	spies.	Sobel	confessed	before	he	died.	

Boston	Commons	
As	part	of	nationwide	“resistance”	to	the	draft,	on	October	16,	1967	Howard	Zinn,	Noam	

Chomsky	and	Nick	Egleson,	SDS,	also	led	a	rally	of	4,000-5,000	at	Boston	Commons.	Sixty-Seven	burned	
their	draft	cards	and	214	surrendered	their	cards	to	clergy	for	delivery	to	Attorney	General	Ramsey	
Clark.250	In	New	York,	60	out	of	300	marshals	at	a	Stop	the	Draft	Week”	in	December	were	Communists	
according	to	Michael	Zagarell,	CPUSA	youth	movement	leader.251			

Madison,	University	of	Wisconsin	
In	Madison,	Wisconsin	at	the	University	of	Wisconsin	on	October	16,	the	San	Francisco	Mime	

Troupe252	performed	L’AMANT	MILITAIRE,	a	satire	of	the	Vietnam	War.	The	next	day	Mime	Troupe	led	a	
march	up	Bascom	Hill	to	block	recruiters	for	napalm	maker	Dow.	Madison	was	home	of	the	Progressive	
Party,	generations	of	antiwar	sentiments	and	east	coast	students.	Yet	in	1967	the	largest	club	on	
campus	was	Young	Republicans,	e.g.	graduate	students	named	Dick	and	Lynne	Cheney,	not	SDS.	October	
17-18,	1967	several	hundred	student	out	of	thousands	of	protesters	rioted	at	a	demonstration	
obstructing	Dow’s	“war	profiteering.”	Freshman	David	Maraniss	later	wrote	They	Marched	into	
Sunlight.	At	the	university	leading	the	protest	were	a	minority	of	campus	antiwar	activists	such	as	Billy	
Simons,	Jonathan	Stielstra,	and	Paul	Soglin,	a	politically	savvy,	progressive	Jewish	graduate	student	later	
to	become	Madison's	mayor.	The	future	Vice	President,	Dick	Cheney,	a	draft-deferred	teaching	assistant	
and	his	pregnant	wife,	Lynn	stepped	over	15	bodies	blocking	access	to	their	classrooms.	Entering	a	very	
crowded	hallway,	and	surrounded	the	highly	outnumbered	police	tear-gassed,	clubbed,	and	bloodied,	a	
dozen	university	students	yelling	Seig	Heil.		
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and sSeeking social revolution, the Troupe’s key targets in addition to the Vietnam War were American racism, capitalism and imperialism. Its 
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photo	Wisconsin	State	Journal,	shouting	“Sieg	heil!”	at	police,	October	17,	1967.	
The	police	brutality	outraged	nonpolitical	students.253	

***	
Tenderloin	Steak	Shared	by	Terrorists	and	Press	

On	October	20,	1967,	the	night	before	planned	massive	protests	at	the	Pentagon,	TV	newsman	
Peter	Jennings	had	a	tenderloin	steak	dinner	with	his	girlfriend,	Christina	Oughton.	Her	sister	Diane	
Oughton	was	Bill	Ayers’	lover.	Diane	and	Bill,	offspring	of	wealth,	were	SDS	leaders.	Ayers	said,	“I’m	not	
so	much	against	the	war	as	I	am	for	a	Vietnamese	victory.”254		

U.S.	Agencies	Watch	Contacts	With	Hanoi;	Army,	DIA,	NSA	
With	the	Pentagon	a	target,	the	U.S.	Army	conducted	covert	missions	to	protect	Washington	

and	the	Pentagon.	The	108th	Military	Intelligence	Group	disguised	young	agents	as	hippies	to	infiltrate	
protest	planning	sessions.	Another	125	agents	of	the	Army	joined	crowds	on	the	day	of	the	protest.255	
The	Defense	Intelligence	Agency,	DIA,	would	later	send	NSA	a	short	watch	list	of	a	mere	20	individuals	
traveling	to	North	Vietnam.256	The	NSA	monitoring	Hanoi	communications257	looked	for	foreign	actions	
and	contacts.258	

Hanoi	Approves	“New	Development”	of	Militancy,	“Stop	Government.”	
The	National	Mobe	and	Student	Mobe	March	on	the	Pentagon	on	October	21,	1967	added	

militant	resistance	to	peaceful	protest.259	Hanoi’s	Vietnam	Courier	wished	them	well.		“...May	the	Oct.	
21	struggle	mark	a	new	development	in	the	American	People's	movement	for	an	end	of	the	war	in	
Vietnam."260	This	"new	development"	was	new	militancy.	It	was	Dellinger’s	pledge	in	the	Pentagon	
protests	to	"stop	the	government".	The	Courier’s	statement	also	welcomed	Americans’	understanding	of	
dau	tranh,	"political	struggle."	“Closely	Coordinated’	Rallies.	The	Hanoi	controlled	Viet	My	had	urged	
uniting	to	consolidating	existing	close	ties	with	the	antiwar	movement	and	coordinating	actions	
between	the	Viet	Cong	terrorists	and	the	antiwar	movement.	Indeed,	(Viet	My)	pledged,	"to	give	
maximum	assistance	to	the	American	...	Army	men	...	who	wish	to	return	to	their	country	or	go	to	
another	place"--	desertion.261		
In	the	Washington	Post,	Stanley	Karnow	wrote,	“[T]he	decision	to	create	the	[solidarity]	committee	…	
may	mirror	a	growing	belief	in	Hanoi	that	resistance	to	the	conflict	inside	the	United	States	is	becoming	
significant.262			

National	Mobe,	CPUSA,	W.E.B.	DuBois	Clubs,	and	the	Socialist	Workers	Party	actively	
participated.	After	speeches,	up	to	35,000	demonstrators	gathered	at	the	Lincoln	Memorial,	marched	
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across	the	Memorial	Bridge,	shouting,	“Hey,	hey,	LBJ,	how	many	kids	did	you	kill	today?,	“Hell	no,	we	

won’t	go.”263	 	
Photo:	Protesters	Crossing	Memorial	Bridge,	October	1967,	Frank	Wolfe,	White	House	Photograph	Office	NARA,	LBJ	Library.		

Some	carried	names	of	the	war	dead,264	and	converged	on	the	Pentagon,	and	some	5,000	
sought	to	provoke	force.	Some	carried	Viet	Cong	flags.	Abbie	Hoffman's	small	contingent	wore	witches'	
hats	and	claimed	to	be	levitating	the	Pentagon	to	exorcise	its	evil	spirits.		

Militant	Tactics	
National	Mobe	Chairman	of	the	event	“nonviolent	revolutionary”	David	Dellinger,	back	from	

Hanoi,265	officially	declared	more	militant	tactics.	No	more	peaceful	sit-ins	or	civil	disobedience.	
Dellinger	said,	"block	entrances	...	disrupt	business…I	want	to	ask	you	what	has	happened	to	a	country	
whose	political	objectives	must	be	secured	at	the	end	of	a	bayonet!”266	The	attempt	to	provoke	U.S.	
Army	bayonets	worked	just	as	it	would	in	Chicago	at	the	Democratic	Convention	months	later	in	August	
1968.		

Newsman	Peter	Jenning’s	dinner	companion,	Bill	Ayers,	describes,	“…thousands	of	
demonstrators	scaling	walls	on	rope	ladders	to	assault	the	Pentagon	…and	troops	with	fixed	bayonets	
held	us	back	….	We	were	nose	to	nose	all	night.”		Diane	Oughton	held	a	sign,	GIRLS	SAY	YES	TO	GUYS	
WHO	SAY	NO	and	walked	the	line	asking	them	to	drop	their	weapons.	Several	did.267	Some	girls	carried	
flowers	to	poke	into	gun	barrels,268	others	clubs,	ax	handles,	rocks,	bottles	and	beer	cans	to	assault	the	
troops	on	the	line	protecting	the	Pentagon.269		

Vietnamese	Communist	Agent	at	Pentagon	Protest:	Nguyen	Van	Luy	
A	naturalized	citizen	Nguyen	Van	Luy,	president	of	the	Vietnamese	Patriots	Association	of	San	

Francisco	took	the	stage.	The	press	described	Luy	as	a	“solidarity	leader”	of	a	“pro-Hanoi	group”	and	
editor	of	Pacific	magazine.	Luy’s	Vietnamese	Patriots	Association	was	a	front	for	Hanoi’s	intelligence	
network	in	the	USA	“under	the	direct	supervision	of	the	foreign	ministry	of	the	SRV”	Socialist	Republic	of	
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Viet	Nam.270	Luy	reported	to	Huynh	Trung	Dong	of	the	Vietnamese	Union	in	France	who	ran	Hanoi’s	
intelligence	network	in	the	USA	and	to	Vo	Van	Sung,	Vietnamese	Ambassador	to	France.271		

Six	hundred	and	sixty-seven	people	were	arrested,272	including	Dagmar	Wilson,	Dave	Dellinger,	
Noam	Chomsky.	

***	
THE	SECOND	FRONT	

Hanoi	gave	special	thanks	to	Student	Mobilization,	anti-draft	organizations	and	WSP.	"The	21	
October	struggle	...	is	...	a	valuable	support	for	the	Vietnamese	people."	WSP	spokesperson	Dagmar	
Wilson,	declared	the	Pentagon	melee	"a	second	front"	against	U.S.	aggression.273	After	the	Pentagon	
assault	the	fever	of	militancy	spread.	Radio	Hanoi	said,	“The	recent	setting	up	of	Viet	My	has	clearly	
materialized	…in	the	struggle	against	the	common	enemy:	The	U.S.	imperialist.	Coordinating	our	efforts	
on	two	fronts,	we	will	certainly	defeat	completely	the	aggressive	war	of	the	U.S.	ruling	clique	in	
Vietnam.”274			

Public	Still	Supports	Troops	
Hanoi	changing	U.S.	public	opinion	was	an	uphill	struggle.	By	a	margin	of	better	than	3:1,	68-

22%	Americans	thought	antiwar	activists	were	performing	“acts	of	disloyalty	against	the	boys	fighting	in	
Vietnam.”	An	insignificant	3%	were	both	against	the	war	and	sympathetic	to	protesters.275	
Demonstrations	in	Support	of	War	Unreported.	In	some	75	cities	on	the	weekend	of	October	21,	1967	
“Operation	Gratitude”	held	demonstrations	in	support	of	American	troops	in	Vietnam.	Five	parades	in	
New	Jersey,	Bronx,	Brooklyn,	Long	Island	and	Westchester,	rallied	hundreds	of	thousands.	In	a	nine-
page	story	about	the	pro-Hanoi	Pentagon	protests,	Time	magazine	gave	only	one	line	to	public	support	
of	troops.	Newsweek	gave	two	sentences	in	two	pages	covering	the	Pentagon	assault.	Also	unreported	
was	the	support	of	two-thirds	of	the	nation’s	governors,	hundreds	of	mayors	and	members	of	
Congress276	Another	“Support	Our	Men	in	Vietnam”	parade	netted	250,000.	In	a	nine-hour	event,	some	
shouted	“Win	All	the	Way	with	USA.”	There	were	15,000	Teamsters,	10,000	east	coast	ILA	
Longshoremen,	6,000	union	carpenters	and	hundreds	of	firemen.277		Also	getting	minor	media	interest	
was	the	support	of	American	scientists	and	recognized	Asian	scholars	gave	to	the	war	effort.	Ernest	E.	
Pollard,	Princeton	Physics	Professor	received	letters	from	179	scientists	volunteering	their	brain	power	
to	the	war	effort.	Some	127	had	PhDs.	All	wrote	letters	rather	than	simply	signing	petitions.278	Similarly,	
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fourteen	recognized	Asian	scholars	warned	that	the	war	was	being	“decided	on	the	streets	as	much	as	
the	jungles	of	Vietnam.”279			

In	late	October,	Tom	Hayden	stayed	behind	in	Hanoi	to	perform	other	wartime	duties:	taking	
control	of	the	release	of	three	American	POWs	and	making	two	broadcasts	over	Radio	Hanoi,	which	he	
would	later	deny	ever	happened.280		

***	
HAYDEN	ON	RADIO	HANOI	

OCTOBER	28,	1967	and	NOVEMBER	4,	1967		
Radio	Hanoi:	Tom	Hayden.	The	North	Vietnamese	placed	both	their	propaganda	network	and	

their	army	communications	under	one	roof--	Radio	Hanoi.281	Hayden	made	two	broadcasts	over	Radio	
Hanoi	to	U.S.	troops	in	South	Vietnam..	

“Almost	Everybody	...	Is	Against	You"	
In	his	October	28	broadcast	to	American	fighting	men,	Hayden	alleged	worldwide	opposition	to	the	
immoral	Vietnam	War.		Hayden	knew	his	words	would	be	considered	treasonous	or	unpatriotic.		The	
Foreign	Broadcast	Information	Service,	FBIS,	which	monitored	Radio	Hanoi,	identified	Tom	Hayden's	first	
broadcast:	Hayden	began,	"My	name	is	Tom	Hayden	...	from	Newark,	New	Jersey,	and	I	am	active	in	the	
anti-war	movement."282	He	was,	but	would	later	deny,	broadcasting	over	a	Communist283	radio	station.		

"Most	of	You	Think	...	I	Am	a	Traitor"	Hayden,	seeking	credibility,	told	his	American	listeners,		
“[I]n	the	United	States	I	...	(talk)	to	people	who	are	about	to	be	drafted	...	I	talk	to	
mothers	and	fathers.	I	talk	to	wives	...	I	have	often	wanted	to	talk	firsthand	to	the	
average	G.I.		Most	of	you	think	that	I	am	probably	a	traitor	for	being	here	[Hanoi]...	I	can	
see	no	way	in	which…	I	am	opposed	to	the	war	causes	you	to	be	killed	...getting	killed	...	
[and]	are	split	up	from	your	families,	...	has	nothing	to	do	with	the	antiwar	movement.			

It	was	possible	to	be	against	the	war	and	still	be	pro-American.		
"Am	I	Being	Unpatriotic...?"		

“If	it	is	a	question	of	patriotism	…	is	it	patriotic	for	you	to	do	anything	that	the	President	
says?	…	
Am	I	being	unpatriotic	by	coming	to	North	Vietnam?	…Because	I	do	that	(look	at	things	
first	hand),	should	I	be	considered	unpatriotic?			

Hayden	claimed	his	opposition	the	war	was	really	just	the	same	as	millions	of	other	Americans.	
“Is	it	unpatriotic	to	think	that	the	President	has	made	a	mistake	when	…half	of	public	opinion	say	that	
the	war	is	a	mistake?”		Actually,	in	1967	public	opposition	to	the	war	was	only	15-30%,	not	half—most	of	
those	opposed,	favored	victory.		

Hayden	was	right	that	mere	opposition	to	the	Vietnam	War,	a	disagreement	over	policy	in	a	
democratic	society,	is	not	unpatriotic.	However,	actively	aiding	the	enemy	of	one's	country	in	a	time	of	

																																																													
279 Those signing were Edwin O. Reischauer, Leo Cherne, Guy J. Pauker, Harry D. Gideonse, A. Doak Barnett, Oscar Handlin, William W. 
Lockwood, Richard L. Park, Lucian Pye, I. Milton Sacks, Robert A. Scalapino, Paul Seabury, Fred Von Der Mehden, Robert E. Ward,  “14 Asian 
Scholars Back War,’ UPI, December 20, 1967. 
280 Quang Huy, “The ‘psychological attack’ Aimed at American Servicemen,” Events and Witnesses [Sur kien va nhan chung] People’s Army 
[Quan Doi Nhan Dan] monthly supplement) April 2013.   
281 Karl J. Eschmann, Linebacker: The Untold Story of the Air Raids Over North Vietnam (N.Y:  Ballantine, 1989), 181. 
282 His identity was also claimed in a compilation of American broadcasts contained in: U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Internal 
Security, Travel to Hostile Areas, Hearings of Sept. 19,25, 1972.  
283 Los Angeles Times, June 2, 1986. 
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war	is	unpatriotic.	That	is,	unless	one	agrees	with	Pham	Van	Dong	...”	The	Communist	is	the	only	
genuine	patriot."284		

Hayden:	Psychological	Warrior.	Picking	up	a	microphone,	if	not	a	gun,	Hayden	was	helping	the	
Vietnamese	program	of	political	struggle	(Dau	Tranh)	and	psychological	warfare	(Binh	Van).	Hayden's	
broadcast	used	classical	psychological	warfare	themes--	appealing	to	the	soldiers'	concerns	with	staying	
alive	and	with	the	quality	of	their	civilian	and	military	leadership.	He	said	America,	was	on	the	wrong	
side	supporting	an	elite,	corrupt	few.	“In	the	American	Revolution,	there	were	plenty	of	Americans	who	
sided	with	the	British.”	Yes,	and	George	Washington	executed	deserters	and	traitors.	

"The	Communism	of	a	Whole	People."	Hayden	turned	to	what	was	to	be	done	about	
Communism.	“There	also	is	the	question	of	whether	the	policy	...	checks	Communism	or	spreads	it.	....	
The	use	of	troops	...	gives	birth	to	war,	if	not	Communism.”	

Why	should	America	want	to	stop	Communism?	“If	it	is	Communism,	it's	the	Communism	of	a	
whole	people.”		

Hayden	said	the	Vietnamese	people	did	not	want	to	stop	Communism.	The	Vietnamese	people	
wanted	to	stop	America.	“…[W]e,	not	the	Communists,	were	the	real	oppressors.		If	the	people	want	to	
be	Communist	…is	it	the	right	of	the	United	States	to	throw	every	kind	of	weapon	and	all	their	
machinery	in	their	path?”285			

What	Hayden	did	not	say	is	also	quite	telling.		
In	his	broadcast	to	American	troops	on	October	28,	1967,	he	did	not	announce,	he	was	"Viet	

Cong"	and	standing	in	"solidarity"	with	the	Viet	Cong.	He	certainly	did	not	tell	American	soldiers	that	
Pham	Van	Dong	had	called	him	a	"comrade-in-arms"	Hayden's	comments	in	his	radio	broadcasts	were	
consistent	not	only	with	his	solidarity	pledge	in	Bratislava,	but	his	group’s	propaganda	tour	in	North	
Vietnam	and	soon,	his	taking	custody	of	American	POWs	in	Cambodia.		

Radio	Hanoi	-	November	4,	1967"The	Honor	of	the	United	States	has	Dropped	Very	Low"	
Hayden	told	America's	soldiers	that	there	would	be	no	honor	in	an	American	victory	in	Vietnam.	Of	
course,	he	was	publicly	and	privately	calling	for	a	victory,	not	of	the	United	States,	but	for	the	North	
Vietnamese.286		

Honor	is	sinking	very	low	even	among	...	friends.	...	The	average	person	in	the	world	...	
sees	...	a	small	country	...	being	attacked	from	the	air	...	Justice	is	on	the	side	of	the	
people	of	Vietnam	...	287		

American	honor	and	nobility	were	best	demonstrated	by	years	of	military	restraint	and	anguish	
over	civilian	casualties	in	Vietnam.		

"The	Vietnamese	Are	Ready	to	Fight	For	...	Years"			Hayden	said	America's	uncertainty	was	
more	than	matched	by	the	morale	of	the	enemy.		

...	the	Vietnamese	...	are	ready	to	fight	for	ten	or	twenty	years	...		I	saw	factories	...	
removed	to	the	countryside	...machinery	sunk	underground	...	schools	...	totally	vacated	
to	the	countryside.288			

																																																													
284 Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works, Hanoi: Foreign Language Publishing House, 1961, Vol. 3, 262; Pham Van Dong, in XV Anniversary of 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam 1945-1960. Hanoi: Foreign Language Publishing House, n.d. (1960?), 41.  
285 The complete text of Hayden's broadcast of Oct. 28, 1967 is in: FBIS, "Daily Report Asia and Pacific," Monday, 30 October, 1967, FB 211/67, 
jjj 9-12.  
286 He did so at least three times: 1. A private letter to North Vietnamese Colonel Ha Van Lau; 2. Articles in Ramparts; and 3. Sworn testimony 
before Congress;  New York Times, April 18, 1975 
287 Peace Activist Addresses U.S. Servicemen in Hanoi in English to American servicemen in South Vietnam, 1300 G.M.T, 4 Nov. 67 B. 
[Statement in American voice attributed by announcer to Tom Hayden -- apparently recorded; no date or place given]. 
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Hayden	described	an	enemy	that	was	ten	feet	tall,	unified,	and	invincible		
"A	Massacre	of	the	Civilian	Population."	Hayden’s	most	powerful	propaganda	was	dead	and	

maimed	innocent	civilians.		
...I	have	seen	hospitals	and	schools	...	flattened	...children	in	hospitals	who	have	had	
pellets	removed			
The	total	effect	of	bombs	being	rained	in	the	north	is	just	a	massacre	of	the	civilian	
population.		

American	soldiers,	reminded	of	their	own	families,	were	slaughtering	other	people's	families.		
“You	just	want	to	go	home	to	your	family.”	How?	Disobey	orders?	Go	AWOL?	Desert?	Kill	one's	

officers?	Defect	to	the	enemy?	
Hayden	was	repeating	a	main	Binh	Van	theme,	persuading	the	troops	to	go	home	and	to	stop	

fighting	and	killing	innocent	civilians	in	"liberated"	areas.289		
But	I	am	not	going	to	give	my	life	to	Lyndon	Johnson	or	his	war	in	Vietnam…	
I	think	we	should	join	forces,	especially	when	you	get	back	...	We	got	a	lot	of	trouble	at	
home….	
Thank	you	very	much.290			

An	Orwellian	Retrospective:	
Hayden	Made	"Comments	NOT	at	Communist	Radio	Stations"	
Years	later,	Hayden	successfully	created	fictional	characterizations	of	his	broadcasts	over	Radio	

Hanoi.	According	to	Los	Angeles	Times	reporter,	Kenneth	Bunting,	"Hayden	said	his	comments	were	
made	during	press	conferences,	not	at	Communist	radio	stations."291	Under	the	Freedom	of	Information	
Act,	Hayden	received	the	FBIS	transcripts	of	his	1967	radio	broadcasts	in	materials	very	widely	
distributed	to	the	press	and	to	the	California	Legislature	six-ten	days	before	the	publication	of	the	
Bunting	article	in	the	Los	Angeles	Times.		

"No	...	Calls	for	Soldiers	...To	Lay	Down	Their	Arms"	
Bunting	implied	he	was	referring	to	the	actual	FBIS	transcripts	of	Hayden's	Radio	Hanoi	

broadcasts,	perhaps	those	copies	distributed	by	California	Assemblyman	Gil	Ferguson.	Bunting	wrote,	
"Nowhere	are	there	direct	calls	for	soldiers	in	the	field	to	lay	down	their	arms."292	While	it	is	literally	true	
that	Hayden	did	not	directly	urge	American	servicemen	to	mutiny,	to	malinger,	or	to	desert	in	his	Radio	
Hanoi	broadcasts,	it	is	clear	by	his	remarks	that	Hayden	did	intend	U.S.	soldiers	to	do	precisely	those	
things.	Hayden's	two	broadcasts	provided,	at	a	minimum,	ten	general	reasons	and	(scores	of	specific	
ones)	why	servicemen	who	believed	as	Hayden	did	might	"decide	for	themselves"	to	lay	down	their	
arms:	To	go	home	to	mothers,	fathers,	wives,	and	a	country	that	was	"going	to	hell;	To	refuse	to	
participate	in	the	massacre	of	innocent	civilians--	a	Communist	barbarity	the	Vietnamese	perfected;	To	
protest	President	Johnson's	mistakes,	lies,	misjudgment,	dishonor,	injustices--	vices	of	the	other	side	
Hayden	believed	virtuous;	To	stop	American	aggression	against	the	noble	people	of	Vietnam--	the	
North's	terror	and	tanks	were	liberation,	not	aggression;	To	allow	the	Vietnamese	people	to	determine	
their	own	destiny	without	foreign	intervention--	the	Soviet	and	Chinese	assistance	was	friendly,	
																																																																																																																																																																																																				
288 Peace Activist Addresses U.S. Servicemen in Hanoi in English to American servicemen in South Vietnam, 1300 G.M.T, 4 Nov. 67 B. 
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fraternal,	comradely,	and	not	foreign	among	internationalists;	To	join	forces	with	the	right	side	of	
American,	European	and	Vietnamese	public	opinion--	most	belatedly	in	favor	of	the	American	
government;	To	solve	the	real	problems	of	racism,	crime	and	disorder	at	home--	the	Vietnamese	people	
would	find	such	American	problems	a	paradise	in	contrast	with	their	ultimate	slavery,	slaughter,	poverty	
and	disease;	To	get	out	of	a	no-win	war	against	a	courageous	enemy	prepared	to	fight	for	ten-twenty	
years--	of	course,	the	strategic	decision	not	to	win,	actually	merely	to	avoid	an	American	defeat,	was	
made	in	Washington,	not	in	Hanoi;	To	save	one's	own	life	and	limb	from	being	lost	in	Johnson's	war--	a	
plea	to	cowardice	and	to	oppose	the	policies	of	Presidents	Truman,	Eisenhower,	and	Kennedy,	as	well	as	
Johnson;	To	make	one's	own	independent	judgment	on	the	war--	an	appeal	to	a	not	so	civil,	indeed	
military,	disobedience;			

Servicemen	were	encouraged	to	do	something	ranging	from	slothful	soldiering	to	outright	
desertion	to	“fragging”	(murdering)	officers.		Within	days,	Hayden	would	work	to	get	defections	of	
POWs	under	his	control.	A	direct	call	to	desert	the	battlefield	would	not	have	been	a	credible	
propaganda	message.		

Records	show	that	Hayden	acted	as	a	fellow	traveler,	a	propagandist,	an	advocate,	a	lobbyist--as	
an	agent	of	political	influence	for	the	government	of	Hanoi.		

***	
Tom	Hayden	performed	one	more	task	for	Hanoi.	He	received	the	first	American	POWs	released	

from	North	Vietnam.293	
HANOI’S	FIRST	U.S.	POWs	RELEASED	…	
TO	TOM	HAYDEN	NOVEMBER	4-13,	1967	

Hayden's	role	as	an	agent	of	influence	is	clear	as	the	“release”	of	three	American	POWs	into	his	
custody	unfolded	in	November	1967.	For	months	during	1967,	the	Vietnamese	had	rejected	official	
American	government	requests	for	the	release	of	American	POWs	including	Ambassador	Harriman’s	
appeal	through	newsman	Robert	Shaplen	and	KGB	agent	Burchett.294	Hanoi	gave	three	American	POWs	
to	its	agent	of	political	influence,	Tom	Hayden.	Hayden's	POW	coup	began	in	July	1967.	

"Strengthening	the	Peace	Movement.	Over	some	months	in	the	USA,	Europe	and	Hanoi,	
Hayden	pled	for	the	release	of	American	POWs	to	him.	He	was	after	all,	a	personification	of	the	entire	
“peace	movement.”	Hayden	flew	from	Paris	to	Phnom	Penh	where	he	was	told	directly	that	three	POWs	
would	be	released	to	him.	Hayden	"had	arranged	for	the	freeing...	without	making	any	prior	contact	
with	American	officials,"	according	to	journalist	Robert	Shaplen.295	POWs	Press	Conference	in	Phnom	
Penh,	Cambodia.	Hayden	spent	a	week	(November	4-11)	in	Phnom	Penh,	Cambodia,	likely	preparing	
POWs	for	their	release.	On	November	11,	the	Viet	Cong	held	a	POW	press	conference.	The	VC	allowed	
only	two	American	journalists	to	cover	the	POW	press	conference,	even	though	two-dozen	American	
journalists	were	in	Cambodia	for	the	visit	of	Jacqueline	Kennedy	and	had	intentionally	stayed	over	to	
cover	a	POW	release.	The	VC	welcomed	Soviet	television	and	thirty	other	non-American	journalists.	
According	to	the	North	Vietnamese	masters	of	the	VC,	"The	press	is	a	revolutionary	weapon--	journalists	
are	militants	in	the	shock	army	on	the	ideological	front."296	Writers	were	“artists	in	uniform.”297		
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Tillman	Durdin,	of	the	New	York	Times,	wrote	the	release	was	"an	act	of	collaboration	between	
the	...	Viet	Cong	and	a	U.S.	group."298	Speaking	to	an	American	newspaper	reporter,	“I	am	Viet	Cong”	
Hayden	tried	studiously	to	portray	himself	as	somewhat	less	than	Viet	Cong.	Tillman	Durdin	wrote,		

“Hayden	denied	he	had	custody	of	...	(the	POWs)	...	they	were	‘free	to	do	as	they	
pleased"	...	[the	American	POWs]	...	would	report	to	the	first	(American)	military	
establishment	or	authority	they	reached.’299	

Viet	Cong	representative	Nguyen	Van	Hieu,	Hayden's	comrade	at	Bratislava	and	Douglas	Pike's	
"Lenin"	of	the	Viet	Cong,	said	that	the	POWs	were	being	released	in	response	both	to	the	American	
antiwar	movement	and	to	the	courageous	struggle	of	Negroes	against	oppression.	The	two	healthy	
POWs	spoke.	The	third,	Sergeant	Edward	R.	Johnson,	near	death	in	September300	was	too	ill.	The	two	
POWs	gave	their	name,	rank,	and	service	number	then	made	"brief	speeches	...	apparently	reciting	them	
from	memory."301			

POW	James	Jackson	Reads	His	Lines.	POW	Sergeant	James	Alex	Jackson,	Jr.	said	the	Viet	Cong	
told	him	he	was	being	released	"in	solidarity	with	the	people's	movement	for	peace	in	the	U.S."	...	and	
“in	response	to	the	cause	of	the	American	Negroes'	search	for	peace.”	Back	home	Jackson	told	Ebony	
Vietnamese	propaganda	about	Negroes	in	the	USA	was	not	true.	“Negroes	were	(not)	getting	machine-
gunned	in	the	streets.”302	Jackson	had	said	almost	exactly	the	same	lines	as	Mr.	Nguyen	Van	Hieu.303	

Stanley	Karnow	called	it	"propagandistic	oratory."304	
A	captured	Military	Proselytizing	document	instructs	POWs	“must	be…made	to	write	letters	

praising	the	lenient	policy	of	the	Front”	towards	US	POWs,	for	international	propaganda	purposes,	and	
to	encourage	their	fellow	countrymen	to	go	back	to	the	USA	and	stop	committing	crimes	against	the	
Vietnamese	people.305		Out	of	the	Vietnamese	playbook.	“The	Binh	van	element	was	oriented	
toward…American	deserters	and	collaborators…to	elicit	their	assistance	in	luring	other	servicemen	to	
cross	over…306	Preparations	began	right	away.	Nguyen	Van	Hieu,	said	the	release	was	being	made	to	the	
antiwar	movement	"in	expectation	that	[the	POWs]	...	would	be	able	to	contribute	to	the	U.S.	peace	
movement."	According	to	a	cadre	handbook,	"We	release	POWs	like	raising	pigeons	to	be	released,	later	
they	will	bring	the	flock	back	to	our	house."307		

Dan	Pitzer.	POW	Daniel	Lee	Pitzer,	Jr.	gave	his	name,	rank,	and	service	number	and	
extemporaneously,	“Since	I	have	promised	the	[Viet	Cong's	National	Liberation]	Front	...	before	I	was	
released…I	have	not	been	physically	tortured	or	beaten.”308		Pitzer	also	publicly	thanked	Hayden.		

No	Follow	Up	Questions	Allowed.	The	world	press	wanted	to	question	the	POWs	after	their	set	
speeches.	Hayden	came	to	Hieu’s	rescue.	Hayden	said	the	POWS	wanted	to	“they	report	to	military	
authorities	before	speaking."309	In	fact,	Hayden	vetoed	a	50-minute	flight	from	Cambodia	to	Bangkok,	
Thailand	precisely	because	there	were	American	military	authorities	there.310	POWs	Hostages	Still.	
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Hayden	threatened	Robert	Shaplen,	"Get	hold	of	Harriman	in	Washington	and	tell	him	that	if	these	men	
are	…	taken	away	from	me	…that	means	the	end	of	the	prisoner	releases	for	a	long	time."311	Prior	to	
leaving	Cambodia,	POW	Dan	Pitzer	asked	Hayden,	"Are	you	some	kind	of	Communist?"312	Hearing	this,	
Hayden	warned	the	Communist	Vietnamese	that	Pitzer	"may	say	loud	and	angry	things	about	you."313		

POWs	Brainwashed.	Just	before	the	POW	release,	Saigon	accused	the	Viet	Cong	of	
brainwashing	the	POWs.	An	American	psychological	warfare	advisor,	Donald	Rochlen	interviewed	Phung	
Van	Tuong,	a	Viet	Cong	defector,	who	said	he	had	personally	brainwashed	the	very	same	POWs	the	Viet	
Cong	were	releasing	to	Hayden.	Tuong	taught	the	POWs	the	"facts	of	the	war"	and	that	the	POWs	had	
duties	to	perform	upon	their	release.314	The	brainwashing	of	POWs	delayed	the	release	from	October	
31-November	11,	coinciding	closely	with	Hayden's	week-long	wait,	November	4-November	11,	in	Phnom	
Penh.315	On	November	12,	1967,	the	VC	released	the	POWs	to	Tom	Hayden	at	a	waiting	Czech	airliner.	
The	emaciated	Edward	R.	Johnson,	was	helped	onto	the	plane.	A	photo	of	Hayden's	humanitarian	
gesture	appears	in	his	memoirs.	

“Shove	Your	Ass	Out.”	
In	the	air	and	away	from	Phnom	Penh,	Dan	Pitzer	incautiously	spoke	his	mind	to	Thomas	

Emmett	Hayden:	"If	I	could	get	the	door	open,	I	would	shove	your	ass	out."316		
Not	Yet	Free-Under	Czech,	Cuban,	Russian	Escorts.	In	Hayden's	custody,	the	POWs	were,	per	

Tom	Hayden's	orders,	bypassing	food,	telephones,	and	medical	care	in	Bangkok,	Thailand.	They	were	
flying	toward	Prague,	Czechoslovakia317	in	a	Czech	aircraft	with	two	Cubans	and	two	Russians	
chaperones.”318	According	to	Pitzer,	the	foreigners	"were	on	the	plane	to	see	that	we	got	where	we	had	
to	go.	They	pretended	to	be	innocent	bystanders	...	Tom	Hayden	...	was	supposed	to	take	us	to	
Prague..."319	

POW	Pitzer	did	not	believe	he	was	free.	Pitzer	later	said,		
[Hayden]	was	supposed	to	take	us	to	Prague,	Czechoslovakia,	to	participate	in	a	big	
demonstration	with	Communist-type	propaganda:	In	solidarity	we	support	the	Viet	
Cong	...	[T]hree	prisoners	...	coming	home	...	is	the	lenient	policy	of	the	National	
Liberation	Front.320	

As	the	POW	story	unfolded	on	November	11,	12	and	13th,	the	New	York	Times	and	the	
Washington	Post	reported	the	POWs	on	the	way	to	Prague,	Czechoslovakia,	not	to	America.		

POWs	Defect?	Neil	Sheehan	reported	Hayden	"felt	he	had	to	give	the	men	the	choice	of	
returning	to	the	United	States	or	defecting	...	along	the	way..."321	American	authorities	intervened	in	
Beirut,	Lebanon.	Hayden	told	Sheehan	that	the	POWs	"accepted	help"	in	Beirut.322	They	were	no	longer	
in	Hayden's	custody.	Hayden	mentions	a	Cuban	offer	of	political	asylum.	"I	thanked	[the	Cuban]	politely	
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and	wondered	where	he	got	the	idea	that	these	men	might	desert."323	It	was	after	all,	Vietnamese	policy	
for	POWs	to	defect,	to	desert.	According	to	Bell	and	Veith	readings	from	communist	documents,		

Deserters…were	handled…to	sway	the	opinions	of	the	family	members	of	POWs,	as	well	
as	the	American	people….	the	Military	Proselytizing	section	had	tape	recorders...	and	
wartime	broadcasts	were	transmitted	from	Hanoi	as	well	as	Cuba.	324		

POWs	Rescued	from	Communist	Control,	Beirut.	Art	Beaton,	an	American	official,	strode	onto	
the	plane	and	stood	between	the	POWs	and	four	foreigners:	two	Russians	and	two	Cubans.	Beaton	then	
escorted	the	POWs	off	the	plane	and	into	the	arms	of	American	authorities	in	Beirut.	In	Reunion,	Hayden	
attacks	Pitzer's	character	and	credibility--	a	technique	of	denunciation	he	had	used	against	many	of	his	
critics.	325	Hayden	said,	Dan	Pitzer	got	drunk,	threw	up,	and	had	to	be	cleaned	up	before	he	got	off	the	
plane.	It	would	not	be	unusual	for	a	man	to	drink	after	four	years	as	a	Communist	prisoner	still	looking	
forward	to	a	propaganda	show	in	Prague.326		

Greetings	in	New	York.	After	a	stop	in	Rome,	not	Prague,	the	POWs	landed	in	New	York	City.	
Hayden	had	appointed	his	own	welcoming	committee	of	Benjamin	Spock,	Martin	Luther	King,	Dave	
Dellinger,	and	Julian	Bond.	Contemporary	press	accounts	gave	virtually	zero	coverage	to	Hayden's	
unnamed	ad	hoc	"committee."	Dan	Pitzer's	memory	of	Hayden's	reception	in	New	York	was	not	friendly,	
“When	we	landed	in	New	York,	I'll	never	forget,	two	guys	with	black	trench	coats	picked	up	Tom	
Hayden.	I	don't	think	his	feet	touched	the	ground…”327		Hayden	a	diplomat?	Hayden	later	claimed	he	
was	acting	as	an	amateur	diplomat	working	with	the	CIA	and	the	State	Department.328	Hayden's	friend	
Jack	Newfield	in	a	contemporaneous	article	did	not	give	any	evidence	of	Hayden’s	diplomacy,	
humanism,	communication,	or	cooperation.	In	"Improbable	Radical,"	Newfield	said	Hayden	"has	an	
overwhelming	sense	of	the	sinfulness	of	the	affluent,	quasi-fascist	society."329		

***	
JOHN	MCCAIN	POW.	

Meanwhile,	on	October	26,	1967	on	a	bombing	mission	against	a	power	plant	in	Hanoi,	the	
North	Vietnamese	shoot	down	John	McCain’s	Skyhawk.	Injured	by	the	crash	and	subsequent	torture,	
McCain	never	regains	full	extension	of	his	arms.		

Whether	by	torture	or	spy	craft,	within	four	days	Hanoi	had	a	complete	history	of	McCain’s	
family	(his	father	the	Admiral,	wife	and	daughter)	and	flight	record	(fire	on	U.S.S.	Forrestal,	23	bombing	
missions	over	Haiphong	and	Hanoi).	Into	South	Vietnam,	Hanoi	broadcast	McCain’s	“feats	of	arms”	of	
“civilian	dwelling	houses	destroyed	and	Hanoi’s	women,	old	folks,	and	children	killed	by	steel-pellet	
bombs	dropped.”330	Concluding	all	accounts,331	McCain	says,	“Things	are	taking	place	in	a	favorable	way	
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for	North	Vietnam.	In	particular,	before	world’s	opinion	at	present,	the	[U.S.]	is	(virtually?)	standing	
alone.”332	Story	of	McCain’s	Treatment	Gets	Better	with	Retelling.	Three	weeks	later	on	December	28,	
1967	a	French	TV	reporter,	Francois	Chalais	interviews	John	McCain	in	the	Gia	Lam	hospital.	McCain’s	
propaganda	story	is	much	improved	over	the	original	story	of	November	9.	The	improved,	but	false,	new	
story	is	that	an	unconscious	McCain	was	rescued	from	drowning	and	immediately	taken	to	the	hospital.	
On	9	November,	a	conscious	McCain	had	said,	“I	was	seized	by	the	Vietnamese	and	pushed	to	the	bank	
of	the	lake.	They	disarmed	me	and	brought	me	[immediately]	to	prison	[Plantation].”333		

“Everyone	is	very	nice	to	me.”	
During	the	four	days	denied	medical	care,	Pigeye	and	Big	Ugh	beat	McCain	to	get	details	of	his	

family	and	military	mission.	Only	after	the	Vietnamese	learned	his	father	was	the	Admiral	commanding	
the	Navy’s	7th	Fleet	in	the	Pacific,	was	he	hospitalized.334	In	the	hospital	for	a	month,	as	a	condition	of	
treating	his	leg,	McCain	was	compelled	to	give	an	interview	to	a	French	Communist	reporter.335	Francois	
Chalais	asked,	“How	are	you	treated	here?	McCain:	“Very	well.	Everyone	is	very	nice	to	me.”336		

McCain’s	Confession	
After	nearly	a	year	of	solitary	confinement	and	four	days	of	two	to	three	hours	beatings,	John	

McCain	finally	“signed	a	confession	of	criminal	wrong	doing	and	(an)	apology.”337	On	June	5,	1969,	Hanoi	
broadcast	McCain’s	“confession”	and	claim	of	good	medical	treatment	over	Radio	Hanoi.338	

***	
Phnom	Penn	and	Hanoi	Meetings:	November	16-26,	1967		
Upon	his	return	with	his	own	POW	hostages,	Jackson,	Johnson	and	Pitzer,	Tom	Hayden	arranged	

for	another	antiwar	group	to	meet	the	Vietnamese.	Invited	by	Federation	of	Youth	of	DVR	(North	
Vietnam)	via	Tom	Hayden,	on	November	16,	1967	SDSers	Cathy	Wilkerson	(Swarthmore,	Chester,	New	
Left	Notes),	Jeff	Jones	and	Karin	Koonan	(CPUSA	at	UCLA,339	Oakland	Stop	the	Draft),	departed	from	
Kennedy	Airport	in	route	to	Paris	to	receive	Vietnamese	visas340	and	then	to	Cambodia	and	Hanoi.	They	
spent	ten	days	of	“long	conversations	with…	North	Vietnamese	officials,	the	NLF	and	Cambodians.”341	

Hospitality	Plus.	Hosted	by	Vessa	Ossikovska,	Bulgarian	wife	of	KGB	agent	Wilfred	Burchett,	they	ate	a	
six-course	meal.	The	Vietnamese	National	Liberation	Dance	Troop	entertained	them	with	heroic	villagers	
fighting	American	oppressors.	Cathy	Wilkerson	believed	Ho	Chi	Minh	fought	the	cult	of	personality,	
spoke	gently,	wrote	poetry	and	taught	his	people	to	resist	“the	corrosive	powers	of	hatred	and	
revenge.”342	Winning.	The	Vietnamese	said,	“troop	morale	was	the	weakness	of	the	U.S.	forces.”343	The	
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“NLF	feels	it	is	decisively	winning…	”344	The	Vietnamese	leadership	“counted	upon	the	democratic	
nature	of	the	United	States…to	end	the	war.”	They	“expressed	their	hopes	that	we	would	contribute	to	
a	mass	movement	against	the	war.”345	“Most	of	the	Vietnamese	…want	us	to	win	the	hearts	and	minds	
of	U.S.	citizens.”		

Back	home	Wilkerson	spread	the	Vietnamese	word	distributing	antiwar	literature	speaking	to	
student	groups	in	Washington,	New	York,	New	England,	Iowa,	Kansas	and	Wisconsin.346	***	

Back	in	the	states	the	very	few	labor	leaders	sympathetic	to	Hanoi	were	trying	to	add	labor	to	
the	antiwar	movement.		

National	Labor	Leadership	Assembly	for	Peace,	
November	11-12,	at	the	University	of	Chicago	left-oriented	labor	leaders	called	a	conference	

attended	by	523	persons	from	50	unions	and	38	states.	The	prime	organizers	were	secret	CPUSA	
member347	Abe	Feinglass	of	Amalgamated	Meat	Cutters	and	Butcher	Workers	and	socialist	Moe	Foner	of	
Hospital	Workers	Local	1199	of	New	York.348	Among	the	speakers	were	Walter	Reuther	of	the	Congress	
of	Industrial	Organizations,	CIO	and	Senator	Eugene	McCarthy,	candidate	for	President.	The	star	speaker	
was	Martin	Luther	King	who	said	the	economic	and	moral	costs	of	the	war	hampered	efforts	to	end	
poverty.	Victor	Reuther	said,	the	CIA	influenced	the	AFLCIO	to	support	the	war.	Harry	Bridges,	Soviet	
agent	“Rossi,”	CPUSA	member	and	leader	of	Longshoreman’s	union	said	the	AFL-CIO	was	“American	
imperialism	with	a	union	label.”349		

AFL-CIO:	No	to	Pro-Hanoi	Labor.	Radio	Hanoi,	covering	the	labor	conference	said,	“We	demand	
an	immediate	and	unconditional	end	to	the	U.S.	bombing	of	the	DRV.”350	AFL-CIO	President	George	
Meany	countered	saying	Hanoi	had	organized	National	Labor	Leadership	Assembly	for	Peace	
conference.	And	within	a	month,	at	the	Seventh	Annual	AFL-CIO	Convention	in	Miami	Beach,	900	
delegates	reaffirmed	the	national	union’s	opposition	to	“a	Communist	War	of	Conquest.”		

***	
Meanwhile	Hanoi	and	its	creation	the	NLF	carried	out	its	most	effective	tool	of	political	

persuasion,	terror,	South	Vietnam.			
Viet	Cong	Napalms	Montagnards	at	Dak	Son	near	Song	Be		
On	December	5,	1967	in	Viet	Cong	country	about	20	kilometers	from	Cambodia	and	75	miles	

northeast	of	Saigon,	the	Song	Be	River	meandered	around	a	hill	at	Dak	Son,	a	town	of	2,000	people.	On	
a	terrain	"finger"	off	the	hill	some	800	Stiengan,	Montagnards,	former	slaves	and	serfs	of	the	Viet	Cong	
had	resettled,	outside	the	town’s	fortified	perimeter.	At	midnight	600	NVA	and	Viet	Cong	attacked.	Out	
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manned,	4:1,	some	140	South	Vietnamese	armed	defenders	fled	to	fortified	positions	a	mile	away	at	
Song	Be.	

The	official	communist	account	is	coldly	clinical.		

Six	hundred	VC	and	NVA	from	the	88th	Regiment	of	the	1st	PAVN	Division14	assembled	
outside	Dak	Son	and	they	began	their	attack	at	midnight,	pouring	machine-gun,	mortar	
and	rocket	fire	into	the	village;	the	VC	and	NVA	were	also	armed	with	60	
flamethrowers.351		

The	communist	troops	did	not	pursue	the	fleeing	South	Vietnamese	armed	forces--a	military	
objective—but	instead	turned	60	flamethrowers—napalm—upon	the	helpless	remaining	Montagnard	
civilians.	People	along	with	their	chickens,	grain,	and	trees	were	incinerated	inside	their	huts.	Some	
hiding	in	burrows,	died	from	napalm,	grenades	or	asphyxiation.		

	

Photo:	A	tiny	brother	and	sister	await	burial	after	being	burned	to	death	by	flame	throwers	by	VC/NVA	
at	Dak	Son.	Vietnam	Archive352	

Vietnamese	American	Youth	later	described	the	attack	at	Dak	Son:		
…Families	are	incinerated	alive	in	their	grass-roofed	huts	or	in	the	shelters	dug	beneath	
their	beds.	Everything	combustible	is	put	to	the	torch:	houses,	recently	harvested	grain	
on	the	ground,	livestock,	fences,	trees,	people.	

After	running	out	of	napalm,	the	Viet	Cong	dragged	160	persons	out	of	holes	and	executed	
them—two	thirds	women	and	children.	353	
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At	dawn,	the	Viet	Cong	dragged	a	100,	perhaps	200,	survivors	into	the	jungle	who	were	never	
seen	again.	Time	magazine	reported,		

The	smell	of	burnt	flesh…hung	over	everything.	…Dog	holes...emptied	(gave	up)	fire-red,	
bloated,	peeling	remains	of	human	beings.	Charred	children	were	locked	in	ghastly	
embrace,	infants	welded	to	their	mothers’	breasts.			

The	horrendous	toll:	252	murdered,	50	wounded	(33	third	degree	burns),	100	kidnapped,	and	
nearly	500	missing.354		

An	American	observer	the	next	day	saw	and	smelled:		
As	we	approached	the	place	I	thought	I	saw	charred	cordwood	…	When	we	got	closer	I	
could	see	it	was	burned	bodies	of	several	dozen	babies.			
The	odor	of	burned	flesh…reached	us	outside	the	village	and	of	course	got	stronger	at	
the	center.	People	were	trying	to	breathe	through	cabbage	leaves	.	.	.			
I	saw	a	small	boy	a	smaller	girl,	…sort	of	melted	together	in	a	charred	embrace.	I	saw	a	
mother	burned	black	still	hiding	two	children,	also	burned	black….			
The	worst	was	the	wail	of	the	survivors	who	were	picking	through	the	smoldering	ruins.	
One	man	kept	screaming	and	screaming	at	the	top	of	his	lungs.	For	an	hour	he	kept	it	
up..	.	.		

Fire	bloats	bodies	I	learned,	and	after	a	few	hours	the	skin	splits	and	peels	and	curls	.	.	.	The	far	
end	of	the	village	wasn't	burned;	the	communists	ran	out	of	flamethrower	fuel	before	they	got	to	it	.355			

Patrick	Lang	remembers,	the	next	day,	“The	smell	of	that	much	cooked	meat,	crusty	swollen	
bodies	and	the	lamentations	of	the	returning	survivors	were	affecting.”	Soon	“an	Air	America	
Huey…landed	uphill…blowing	the	detritus	all	over	us.”	Someone	asked	what	had	happened,	“I	led	him	
literally	by	the	hand	to	look	down	at	a	crisped,	blackened	mother	and	child.	She	was	still	holding	the	
child	in	death.	He	threw	up.”356	Destruction	of	houses	was	extensive	and	there	were	many	refugees.357		

Mike	Benge,	a	civilian	advisor	on	pacification	in	Dac	Lac	Province	(Ban	Me	Thout)	and	a	former	
POW	now	recalls,		

“Probably	less	than	100	people	remember,	and	less	than	a	dozen	saw	the	pictures	of,	
what	happened	when	the	North	Vietnamese	soldiers	overran	a	Stieng	ethnic	minority	
village	…and	systematically	fried	the	men,	women,	children	and	babes	in	arms	with	
flame	throwers	--	turning	the	entire	village	into	charred	corpses.”358	

On	the	other	hand,	thanks	to	the	peace	movement,	everyone	would	remember	Hanoi’s	
astonishing	claims	of	intentionally	napalmed	children	and	bombed	hospitals	and	schools.	Such	outrages	
surely	contributed	to	Hanoi’s	greatest	propaganda	victory	of	the	war	in	the	year	to	come—Tet	1968.	

Biographical	Information	--	Dr.	Roger	B.	Canfield	
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Roger	Canfield’s	opus	work	Comrades	in	Arms:	How	the	Americong	Won	the	War	in	Vietnam	Against	the	
Common	Enemy—America	“fills	a	black	hole	in	history,”	the	peace	movement’s	collaboration	with	the	
enemy	during	the	Vietnam	War	and	its	implications	for	the	war	on	terror	and	the	rising	power	of	the	
People’s	Republic	of	China.	Comrades…	available	in	CD	or	PDF	at	http://www.americong.com	.			
Chapters	are	found	in	Radix	Press	“yellow	book”	series	for	1963-69,	1975,	forthcoming	volumes	for	
1970-1974.	Many	articles	http://www.americong.com	or	at		http://vvfh.org	or	sacei07.org		

Highlights	of	1967	

• In	January	1967,	Harrison	Salisbury’s	dispatches	to	the	New	York	Times,	using	Hanoi	
propaganda,	word	for	words,	number	by	number,	republished	in	Ramparts,	Lady’s	Home	Journal	
and	Redbook.	U.S.	was	intentionally	napalming	babies	and	bombing	hospitals	and	schools.359  

• Sen.	Ted	Kennedy	“very	quietly”	considered	bringing	100	Vietnamese	burned	children	on	a	
national	tour.360	 

• Journalists	Ashmore	and	Baggs	in	Hanoi.	They	said	they	were	not,	“to	be	counted	among	those	
radical	American	peace	activists	who…had	transferred	their	sympathies	to	Hanoi.”361	Yet	Ho’s	
“…benign	presence	place	…him…with	Gandhi	…362	 

• In	February	1967,	Mary	McCarthy	for	the	New	York	Review	of	Books	was	in	Hanoi,	“looking	for	
material	damaging	to	the	American	interests.”		

• POW	Dick	Stratton	Displays	POW	Torture.	On	March	6,	1967,	prison	guards	dragged	Navy	Lt.	
Cmdr.	and	POW	Richard	Stratton	before	cameras.363	Stratton	proceeded	to	bow	and	scrape	
deeply	to	all	corners	of	the	compass.	He	confessed	to	carpet-bombing.	In	Bratislava,	Tom	
Hayden	told	the	communists	the	Stratton	film	was	not	helpful	propaganda.	

• Quakers	and	the	Good	Ship	Phoenix	March	26-April	5,	1967.	The	Friends	group,AQAG,	talked	
“at	length	about…antiwar	organizations…	request[ing]	permission	to	visit	Hanoi.”	Helpful	
vetters.	 

• Spring	Mobe	Cooperation	with	Hanoi.	In	April	1967,	Premier	Pham	Van	Dong	and	Ho	Chi	Minh	
were	“glad	to	learn	broad	sections	of	the	American	people	are	organizing	a	‘Spring	
Mobilization….”364		Peter	Collier	and	David	Horowitz	recall,	“New	leftists	met	with	the	North	
Vietnamese	and	the	NLF	in	Havana,	Bratislava	and	Hanoi	to	collaborate	…	providing	propaganda	
advice	and	orchestrating	a	political	campaign	to	demoralize	U.S.	troops…,	and	to	create	…	
disruption	at	home.”365 

• A	Lobbied	Martin	Luther	King	Finally	Opposes	Vietnam	War.	He	called	the	war	“unjust,	evil,	
and	futile.”366		  

																																																													
359 Dr. Howard Rusk, United Nations Children’s Fund, visited 20 civilian hospitals in South Vietnam and found no cases of napalm burns. Other 
American doctors said, there was “no justification for the undue emphasis …by the press upon civilian burns caused by napalm.” See Howard 
Rusk articles in New York Times on March 12 and October 1, 1967 cited in Vietnam: Questions and Answers, Washington, D.C. 1970, 25-6. 
360 According to a member of Senate staff in a March 2, 1967 memo cited in Paul Kengor, “Ted Kennedy’s Vietnam Plot,” American Thinker, 
March 11, 2011.  
361 Ashmore and Baggs, 11.  
362 Ashmore and Baggs,  6, 40-5. 
363 “Captured U.S. Officer—Tells of DRV Bombing” Red Star, Moscow 10 March 1967, USSR International Affairs, 16 March 1967, bb 6; 
Moscow’s Red Star said Stratton, “presented a sorry picture.” Howe, 93 cites Hubbell, 177. 
364 Premier Pham Van Dong Thanks the American ‘Spring Mobilization Committee,” Vietnam Courier, Hanoi, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, April 
1967, 107. Cited in Rothrock, 129N1. TTU Archives. 
365 Collier and Horowitz, Destructive Generation...,145. Canfield interview of Sol Stern on 5/11/89 also confirms that Americans did indeed 
advise the Vietnamese on improving their propaganda. So too does Carol McEldowney’s Hanoi Journal 1967. 
366 Martin Luther King, “Why I am Opposed to the War in Vietnam,” April 30, 1967, Riverside Church, New York at Pacifica Radio/UC 
Berkeley Social Activism Sound Recording Project, Media Research Center, Moffitt Library UC Berkeley, at 
www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/Pacificaviet. 
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The	war	was	losing	America’s	soul,	its	moral	example.	“I	oppose	the	war…I	love	America.”367  
• Spring	Mobe	APRIL	15,	1967,	In	New	York	City	on	April	15,	1967,	100,000	marched.	King,	

Dellinger,	Howard	Zinn,	Ben	Spock	and	Stokely	Carmichael	spoke.	Folk	singer	and	Communist	
Pete	Seeger	sang,	as	he	had	for	the	American	Peace	Mobilization	in	1941	defending	the	Hitler-
Stalin	Pact.368	In	San	Francisco	Judy	Collins	sang	behind	a	large	banner,	“Viet	Cong.”369	

• Supporters	of	American	Troops	Unnoticed.	On	May	13,	1967,	Fire	Captain	Raymond	Gimmler	
organized	70,000	people	to	march	in	New	York,	most	carrying	the	stars	and	stripes,	in	support	of	
U.S.	troops.370		

• Veterans	for	Peace,	Against	the	War.	On	May	22,	1967	Communists,	paid	for	an	ad	in	the	New	
York	Times	promoting	a	CP	front,	Veterans	for	Peace,	VFP.371	Predecessor	of	VVAW.		

• LBJ,	responded	dropped	not	bombs	but	1,750,000	leaflets	–	telling	Hanoi	antiwar	protests	would	
not	affect	America's	will	to	fight.372		

• March	of	1967,	ambassador	Bui	Diem	warned	South	Vietnamese	Prime	Minister	Nguyen	Cao	Ky	
of	the	influence	of	the	“peace	movement,”	if	LBJ	was	“unable	to	resist	peace	activities.”373	 

• Meanwhile	Nguyen	Cao	Ky	wrote	a	new	republican	constitution	and	held	elections	in	4,612	
hamlets	in	the	spring374	and	Presidential	elections	in	the	fall.	Despite	680	Viet	Cong	acts	of	
terror,375	some	83	percent	turned	out	to	vote	compared	with	62	percent	in	USA	in	1964.	 	

• Kolko:	Dikes	in	War.	Gabriel	Kolko,	history	professor,	alleged	U.	S.	bombing	in	North	Vietnam	of	
“the	entire	dike	network	…violent	and	concentrated	in…1966.”	[False]376	During	the	war	floods,	
not	bombs,	broke	some	dikes.				

• Dellinger,	Nick	Egelson	Meet	Scripted	POWs,	POWs	Dick	Stratton	and	Doug	Hegdahl	in	June.377	

Dellinger	said	the	POWs	were	“protected	and	well	cared	for,”	housing	“comfortable	and	
sanitary.”		

• Back	home	SDS’s	Egelson	said,	“The	international	communist	conspiracy	is	a	myth.”	The	Vietnam	
insurgency	was	“democracy,	neutrality	and	land	reform.”378	

																																																													
367 DeBenedetti w/ Chatfield, 172-3. 
368 HISC, Staff Study, Subversive Involvement in the Origin, Leadership and Activities of the New Mobilization Committee to End the War in 
Vietnam And Its Predecessor Organizations, 1970, ix cited in Paul Kengor, Dupes: How America’s Adversaries Have Manipulated Progressives 
for a Century, Wilmington: ISI Books, 2010, 313. 
369 Los Angeles Times, April 15, 1967 cited at lib.Berkeley.edu/MRC/pacificaviet.html. Also participating were the Communist Rev. William 
Howard Melish, friend of Communist Frank Marshall Davis, Communists Robert Treuhaft, Jessica Mitford, Linus Pauling in HISC, Staff Study, 
Subversive Involvement in the Origin, Leadership and Activities of the New Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam And Its 
Predecessor Organizations, 1970, 5-6 cited in Paul Kengor, Dupes: How America’s Adversaries Have Manipulated Progressives for a Century, 
Wilmington: ISI Books, 2010, 313 
370 British Pathe video, “Pro-Vietnam War Parade In New York,” [Video], https://uk.news.yahoo.com/video/pro-vietnam-war-parade-york...;  
“Today in NYC History: Thousands March in NYC to Support ... , “ https://janos.nyc/2015/05/20/today-in-nyc-history-thousands-march.... 
371 Inviting Vietnam vets, the VFP and the demonstration became the vehicle for Jan Barry Crumb’s later founding of Vietnam Veterans against 
the War, VVAW. CPUSA member Corliss Lamont loaned VVAW money for an ad in Playboy. By 1970 VVAW’s 600 members accounted for 
one quarter of one percent of all [Vietnam] war vets.  
372 Zaroulis, Who Spoke Up…, 115. The Royal Air Force dropped leaflets over Poland during the joint Nazi-Soviet invasion in September 1939. 
373 CIA, Intelligence Information Special Report, “Vietnamese Ambassador…continued American support,” March 10, 1967, LBJ library, Case # 
NLJ 91-360, doc. # 48a; also vacuous summary in CIA, FOIA, Vietnamese Ambassador to the United States Bui Diem's assessment of the 
influence of the anti-war group in the United States... March 10, 1967, Intelligence information Special Report, 2, Reference: 1992-003134, 
http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/star/images/041/04107102002.pdf 
374 Nguyen Cao Ky, How We Lost the Vietnam War, New York: Cooper Square Press, 1976, 92-9. 
375 Richard Botkin, Ride the Thunder: A Vietnam War Story of Honor and Triumph, New York: WND Books, 2009,121 cites Nguyen Cao Ky, 
with Marvin Wolf, Buddha’s Child: My Fight to Save Vietnam, New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2002, 231. 
376 Gabriel Kolko, “Report on the Destruction of Dikes: Holland 1944-1945and Korea, Testimony before First Session of Russell War Crimes 
Tribunal, May 2-10, 1967, Stockholm, Sweden; Gabriel Kolko, “Iraq and Vietnam,” Zmag.org, November 9, 2006. 
377  Stuart I. Rochester and Frederick Kiley, Honor Bound, American Prisoners of War in Southeast Asia 1961-1973, Annapolis: Naval Institute 
Press, 1999,347. 
378  “Activist Scoff at Talk of Communist Conspiracy,” Hartford Courant, Oct 11, 1967 cited in FBI, FOIA, Weather Underground. The primary 
source is Acting SAC Chicago to Director, memo, “Foreign Influence-Weather Underground Organization,” August 20, 1976, 73-4.  
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• CIA/FBI	Studies	of	international	influences.	CIA	reluctantly	looks	for	Controls.	CIA	analyses	
looked	for	classical	“controlled’	agents.	Very	few,	if	any,	peace	activists	were	spies	on	payrolls	or	
pension	plans,	but	their	hearts	and	minds	belonged	to	the	Viet	Cong.	FBI	found	political	
influence	as	did	Congressional	committees.		

• WORLD	PEACE	COUNCIL	SPONSORS	STOCKHOLM	UNITY	CONFERENCE	ON	VIETNAM	-	JULY	6-9,	
1967.	Some	452	Americans	attended.379	The	conference	sought	worldwide	unity	and	
coordination	around	a	single	date.	"The	organizations	...	working	for	peace…should	mark	
October	21	...	by	demonstrations	in	many	countries	and	towns."380	 

• Soviet	Agitprop	on	Vietnam.	Stanislav	Levchenko,	a	KGB	defector,	"I	worked	for	the	Soviet	
Peace	Committee	…My	job	was	...	to	plan	protest	demonstrations…	"381	Similarly,	the	Soviet	
ambassador	to	the	U.N.,	Arkady	Shevchenko,	“To	assist	the	Soviet-controlled	World	Peace	
Council,	...	I	…help[ed]	organize	...	speeches,	arrange	...	meetings,	...	distribute	Council	
propaganda…382	

• In	July1-17,	1967	the	National	Guard	and	police	put	down	riots	in	Newark	resulting	some	said	
because	Tom	Hayden’s	SDS	organized	NCUP,	had	fomented	unrest	of	the	poor.	Hayden	picked	
SDS	community	organizers	to	join	the	September	meeting	in	Bratislava	with	Vietnamese	
communists.383	 

• Stokely	Carmichael,	Comrades	in	Arms	Against	the	“Common	Enemy”	On	August	31,	1967,	the	
VNA	News	said,	black	power	advocate	Stokely	Carmichael,	I	“call	for	a	total	revolution	against	
the	imperialist,	capitalist,	and	racialist	…United	States.”	Pham	Van	Dong	replied,	“The	
Vietnamese	people…regard	black	people	in	the	United	States	as…close	comrades	in	arms	in	the	
struggle	against	the	common	enemy,	U.S.	imperialism…”384	 

• CBS’s	David	Schoenbrun	in	Hanoi.	Schoenbrun	meet	Ho	Chi	Minh	in	1946	in	Paris	and	described	
him	as	the	George	Washington	of	Vietnam.	He	said	there	were	“tens	of	thousands”	of	innocent	
victims	of	napalm.		

• WSP	in	North	Vietnam	September	2-18,	1967.	KGB	agent	and	journalist	Wilfred	Burchett	
accompanied	Dagmar	Wilson,	Ruth	Krause	and	Mary	Clarke	on	a	two-week	tour	(September	2-
18)	of	North	Vietnam	for	Women's	Strike	for	Peace.	WSP	had	provided	reliable	cadres	for	the	
Vietnamese	since	at	least	its	June	1965	meetings	in	Moscow	and	Jakarta	WSP	ladies	saw	
“destruction	everywhere,”	including,	intentionally	bombed	dikes	and	churches.385	

• On	September	11,	POW	Doug	Hegdahl	met	the	WSP.	Hegdahl	abruptly	asked,	"Are	you	
Communists?"	One	startled	WSP	woman	shot	back,	"And	what's	wrong	with	Communists?"386  
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• Viet	Cong,	a	myth.		Before	the	Bratislava	meeting,	the	U.S.	Embassy,	Saigon	released	an	NLF	
"top	secret"	resolution.	The	V	C	resolution	reminded	its	cadre,	the	NLF,	was	the	"southern	
branch"	of	and	"closely	led	by	the	(Hanoi)	Party	Central	Committee."387	Only	Hanoi	propaganda	
created	an	independent	Viet	Cong. 

• BRATISLAVA,	CZECHOSLOVAKIA:	PROVING	SOLIDARITY:	SEPTEMBER	6-13,	1967.	Tom	Hayden	
directed	the	historic	"solidarity"	conference	in	Bratislava,	Czechoslovakia	attended	by	35	top	
Vietnamese	officials	and	41	American	radicals.	Bratislava	conference	was	"intended	to	create	
solidarity	and	mutual	understanding	between	revolutionaries	from	Vietnam	and	their	American	
supporters	who	are	trying	to	change	the	United	States."388	 

• David	Dellinger	provided	Hanoi	with	political	intelligence	about	the	anti-war	movement.	Czech	
press	said	the	conference	covered	“the	future	development	of	the	anti-war	movement.”389	 

• Later	the	East	Village	Other,	dateline	Bratislava,390	quoted	Tom	Hayden,	“Lyndon	Johnson	will	
have	a	nightmare	when	he	hears	about	this	meeting,…“Because,	like	Spartacus,	whose	fellow	
slaves	in	Rome	protected	his	hiding	place	by	each	claiming	to	be	Spartacus	himself,	I	am	the	
Vietcong.	We	are	everywhere!”		We	are	all	the	Vietcong.391		

• Christopher	Jencks,	writing	for	The	New	Republic,	“The	common	bond	between	the	New	Left	
and	the	NLF	is	…a	common	enemy:	the	US	government,	the	system,	the	Establishment.”392	Carol	
McEldowney	said	the	U.S.	intentionally	bombed	the	Polish	Friendship	School…50	times.393	 

• Visitors	to	Bratislava	and	Hanoi	brought	back	trophies.	They	wore	“aluminum	rings—cast,	they	
were	told,	from	the	scrap	of	an	American	bomber	shot	down	during	a	raid.  

• October	16,	1967,394	the	NLF	(Viet	Cong)	created	the	South	Vietnam	People's	Committee	in	
Solidarity	with	the	American	People,	(Viet	My),	establishing	relations	with	"all	progressive(s)…in	
the	United	States…It	singled	out	and	wished	"brilliant	success"	to	the	upcoming	Pentagon	
protests	of	both	the	National	Mobe,	led	by	the	Bratislava	team	(Dellinger-Hayden-Davis).	Viet	
Cong	informed	its	cadre	of	the	committee’s	purposes	and	plans.395	 

• Sol	Stern	remembers	Americans	advising	the	Vietnamese	on	improving	their	propaganda396	and	
David	Horowitz,	“how	to	conduct	their	psychological	warfare	campaign	against	the	United	
States.”397	The	Vietnamese	learned	not	to	repeat	their	crudest	propaganda	–	U.S.	soldiers	ate	
the	livers	of	their	victims.	
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Pham Hanh Van, Pham Thi Yen.      
396 Canfield interview of Sol Stern 
397 Horowitz, Radical Son, 160.  
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• Sept	14-16,	1967	the	Vietnamese	Defense	Minister	Vo	Nguyen	Giap	wrote	the	war	was	
impacting	“political,	economic,	and	social	life	in	the	U.S.”	Eventually	the	US	would	tire	of	the	
war.398	 

• Hayden’s	six-man	entourage,	leaving	Bratislava	went	off	to	Hanoi,	according	to	Radio	Hanoi,	in	
the	interest	of	"international	solidarity	between	...	Socialist	countries	headed	by	the	Soviet	
Union."399	 

• On	October	11,	POW	Hegdahl	looked	over	the	group	recognizing	Tom	Hayden	as	its	leader,400	
Hegdahl	greeted	him	with	a	middle	finger.	Surprised,	Hayden	…smiled,	and	returned	the	
gesture.401  

• Carol	McEldowney	wrote	Hegdahl	was	“a	strange	kid…the	nerviest.	…He	did	ask	…	who	sent	us,	
who	financed	us	and	whether	we	were	Communists.	...I	didn’t	care	for	him….”402		

• POW	Larry	Carrigan.	Carol	McEldowney	wrote,	“POW	Larry	Carrigan	had	us	on	the	defensive…	
He	knew	we	were	Communists:	…I	really	hated	him—saw	him	as	a	white	guy…who	would	drop	
bombs	on	Negroes	in	a	race	riot.”			

• McEldowney	“the	issue	of	prisoners	is	not	a	good	organizing	issue.”	The	US	group	agreed,	“it	
was	not	worth	it	if	it	really	created	great	problems	for	the	[Communist’s]	Peace	Committee.”	
Tom	Hayden	advised	Major	Bai,	POWs	PAVN	escort,	photos	of	POW	Richard	Stratton	bowing	
excessively	was	bad	propaganda.	Also	the	POWs’	public	statements	did	not	match	how	
American	English.		 

• On	October	12,403	they	met	with	Premier	Pham	Van	Dong.	Thoi	Moi	of	October	20,	"The	seven,	
led	by	Thomas	Hayden,	gave	Pham	a	report	on	the	anti-war	movement	in	the	United	States.”	
Thereafter	Vietnam	Courier	printed	copious	details	of	the	anti-war	movement.404	"Photographs	
of	peace	movements	were	used	in	NFL	leaflets."405	 

• Pham	Van	Dong	praised	his	"American	friends"	for	their	"Solidarity	binding	comrades-in-arms."	
Hayden's	troops	were,	"combatants"	in	North	Vietnam's	struggle	against	the	United	States.406	
Dong	said,	‘We	should	coordinate	our	struggle.	...	you	have	your	work	and	your	task.	If	we	each	
do	our	work,	we	will	have	solidarity	and	coordination.	…	”407		 

• Tom	Hayden	would	not	only	lead	the	eighteen-day	tour	to	Hanoi	and	the	POW	interviews,	but	
also	make	two	Radio	Hanoi	broadcasts	and	take	the	release	of	three	American	POWs.		 

• Back	home,	on	October	20,	1967,	Vietnam	Day	Committee	protesters	blocked	buses	carrying	
recruits	to	the	Army's	Induction	Center	in	Oakland.	Helmeted	and	wood	shield	carrying	
protesters	overturned	cars	and	threw	rocks	at	the	police	injuring	four.408	Seven	were	arrested.	
Attorney	and	identified	Communist409	attorney	Charles	Garry	told	the	jury,	“These	[seven]	young	
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men	are	no	more	guilty	than	the	Rosenbergs	or	Morton	Sobel.	The	government	ought	to	pin	a	
medal	on	them.”410	Sobel	and	the	Rosenbergs	were	convicted	Soviet	spies.		

• At	the	University	of	Wisconsin,	a	future	Vice	President,	Dick	Cheney,	a	draft-deferred	teaching	
assistant	and	his	pregnant	wife,	Lynn	stepped	over	15	bodies	blocking	access	to	their	
classrooms.	Outnumbered	police,	surrounded	in	a	very	crowded	hallway,	tear-gassed,	clubbed,	
and	bloodied,	a	dozen	university	students	yelling	Seig	Heil.		

• Tenderloin	Steak	Shared	by	Terrorists	and	Press.	On	October	20,	1967,	the	night	before	
planned	massive	protests	at	the	Pentagon,	TV	newsman	Peter	Jennings	had	a	tenderloin	steak	
dinner	with	his	girlfriend,	Christina	Oughton.	Her	sister	Diane	Oughton	was	Bill	Ayers’	lover.	
Diane	and	Bill,	offspring	of	wealth,	were	SDS	leaders.	Ayers	said,	“I’m	not	so	much	against	the	
war	as	I	am	for	a	Vietnamese	victory.”411		

• Hanoi	Approves	“New	Development”	of	Militancy,	“Stop	Government.”	The	National	Mobe	
and	Student	Mobe	March	on	the	Pentagon	on	October	21,	1967	added	militant	resistance	to	
peaceful	protest.412	Hanoi’s	Vietnam	Courier	wished	them	well.		“...May	the	Oct.	21	struggle	
mark	a	new	development	in	the	American	People's	movement	for	an	end	of	the	war	in	
Vietnam."413		 

• As	national	Mobe	Chairman	of	the	Pentagon	event,414	“nonviolent	revolutionary”	Dellinger’s	
pledged	"stop	the	government."	"block	entrances	...	disrupt	business…”415	 

• Newsman	Peter	Jenning’s	dinner	companion,	Bill	Ayers,	describes,	“…thousands	of	
demonstrators	scaling	walls	on	rope	ladders	to	assault	the	Pentagon	…and	troops	with	fixed	
bayonets	held	us	back	….	We	were	nose	to	nose	all	night.”		Diane	Oughton	held	a	sign,	GIRLS	
SAY	YES	TO	GUYS	WHO	SAY	NO416	Some	girls	carried	flowers	to	poke	into	gun	barrels,417	others	
carried	clubs,	ax	handles,	rocks,	bottles	and	beer	cans	to	assault	the	troops	on	the	line	
protecting	the	Pentagon.418		

• WSP	spokesperson	Dagmar	Wilson,	declared	the	Pentagon	melee	"a	second	front"	against	U.S.	
aggression.419	Radio	Hanoi	said,	“The	recent	setting	up	of	Viet	My	has	clearly	materialized	…in	
the	struggle	against	the	common	enemy:	The	U.S.	imperialist.	Coordinating	our	efforts	on	two	
fronts,	we	will	certainly	defeat	completely	the	aggressive	war	of	the	U.S.	ruling	clique	in	
Vietnam.”420			

• Yet	by	a	margin	of	better	than	3:1,	68-22%	Americans	thought	antiwar	activists	were	
performing	“acts	of	disloyalty	against	the	boys	fighting	in	Vietnam.”	An	insignificant	3%	of	
Americans	were	both	against	the	war	and	sympathetic	to	protesters.421		
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• Demonstrations	in	Support	of	War	Unreported.	In	some	75	cities	over	the	weekend,	five	
parades	in	New	Jersey,	Bronx,	Brooklyn,	Long	Island	and	Westchester,	hundreds	of	thousands	
supported	the	war.	In	a	nine-page	story,	Time	magazine	gave	only	one	line	to	public	support	of	
troops.	Newsweek	gave	two	sentences	in	two	pages.	 

• In	late	October,	Tom	Hayden	stayed	behind	in	Hanoi	to	perform	other	wartime	duties:	making	a	
broadcast	over	Radio	Hanoi,	which	he	later	denied	and	taking	control	of	the	release	of	three	
American	POWs	in	Cambodia.422		

• HAYDEN	ON	RADIO	HANOI,	OCTOBER	28,	1967	and	NOVEMBER	4,	1967.	“Almost	Everybody	...	
Is	Against	You"...	“I	talk	to	mothers	and	fathers.	I	talk	to	wives	...	I	have	often	wanted	to	talk	
firsthand	to	the	average	G.I.”		Hayden's	broadcast	used	classical	psychological	warfare	themes--	
appealing	to	the	soldiers'	concerns	with	staying	alive,	their	families	and	with	the	quality	of	their	
civilian	and	military	leadership.	“If	it	is	Communism,	it's	the	Communism	of	a	whole	people.”	
Hayden	said	the	Vietnamese	people	did	not	want	to	stop	Communism.	The	Vietnamese	people	
wanted	to	stop	America.	“…[W]e,	not	the	Communists,	were	the	real	oppressors.			

• Tom	Hayden	performed	one	more	task	for	Hanoi.	He	received	the	first	American	POWs	released	
from	North	Vietnam.423	

• HANOI’S	FIRST	U.S.	POWs	RELEASED	…	to	TOM	HAYDEN	NOVEMBER	4-13,	1967.	Hayden's	role	
as	an	agent	of	influence	is	clear	as	Hanoi’s	“release”	of	three	American	POWs	into	his	custody.		

• Viet	Cong	representative	Nguyen	Van	Hieu,	Hayden's	comrade	at	Bratislava	and	Douglas	Pike's	
"Lenin"	of	the	Viet	Cong,	said	that	the	POWs	were	being	released	in	response	both	to	the	
American	antiwar	movement	and	to	the	courageous	struggle	of	Negroes	against	oppression.	

• POW	Sergeant	James	Alex	Jackson,	Jr.	said	the	Viet	Cong	told	him	he	was	being	released	"in	
solidarity	with	the	people's	movement	for	peace	in	the	U.S."	...	and	“in	response	to	the	cause	of	
the	American	Negroes'	search	for	peace.”	Back	home	Jackson	told	Ebony	“Negroes	were	(not)	
getting	machine-gunned	in	the	streets.”424	 

• In	Hayden's	custody,	the	POWs	were,	per	Tom	Hayden's	orders,	bypassing	food,	telephones,	and	
medical	care	in	Bangkok,	Thailand.	They	were	flying	toward	Prague,	Czechoslovakia425	in	a	Czech	
aircraft	with	two	Cubans	and	two	Russians	chaperones.”426	November	11,	12	and	13th,	the	New	
York	Times	and	the	Washington	Post	reported	the	POWs	on	the	way	to	Prague,	Czechoslovakia,	
not	to	America.		

• POWs	Defect?	Neil	Sheehan	reported	Hayden	"felt	he	had	to	give	the	men	the	choice	of	
returning	to	the	United	States	or	defecting	...	along	the	way..."427	Hayden	mentions	a	Cuban	
offer	of	political	asylum.	"I	thanked	[the	Cuban]	politely	and	wondered	where	he	got	the	idea	
that	these	men	might	desert."428 

• American	authorities	rescued	the	POWs	in	Beirut.	Hayden	told	Sheehan	that	the	POWs	
"accepted	help"	in	Beirut.429	 

• John	McCain	“Everyone	is	very	nice	to	me.”	Denied	medical	care	for	four	days	after	his	shoot	
down,	thugs	beat	McCain	to	get	details	of	his	family	and	military	mission.	Once	they	learned	his	
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father,	the	Admiral,	commanded	Navy’s	7th	Fleet	in	the	Pacific,	McCain	was	hospitalized.430			As	a	
condition	of	treatment,	McCain	gave	an	interview	to	a	French	Communist	reporter.431	Francois	
Chalais	asked,	“How	are	you	treated	here?	McCain:	“Very	well.	Everyone	is	very	nice	to	me.”432		

• November	11-12,	at	the	University	of	Chicago	far	left-oriented	labor	leaders	called	a	conference	
attended	by	523	persons	from	50	unions	and	38	states.	The	prime	organizers	were	secret	CPUSA	
member433	Abe	Feinglass	of	Amalgamated	Meat	Cutters	and	Butcher	Workers	and	socialist	Moe	
Foner	of	Hospital	Workers	Local	1199	of	New	York.434	Harry	Bridges,	Soviet	agent	“Rossi,”	secret	
CPUSA	member	and	leader	of	Longshoreman’s	union	said	the	AFL-CIO	was	“American	
imperialism	with	a	union	label.”435		

• And	within	a	month,	at	the	Seventh	Annual	AFL-CIO	Convention	in	Miami	Beach,	900	delegates	
reaffirmed	the	national	union’s	opposition	to	“a	Communist	War	of	Conquest.”		

• Viet	Cong	Napalms	Montagnards	at	Dak	Son	near	Song	Be.	The	official	communist	account	is	
coldly	clinical.		

• “Six	hundred	VC	and	NVA	from	the	88th	Regiment	of	the	1st	PAVN	Division14	assembled	outside	
Dak	Son	and	they	began	their	attack	at	midnight,	pouring	machine-gun,	mortar	and	rocket	fire	
into	the	village;	the	VC	and	NVA	were	also	armed	with	60	flamethrowers.”436		

• The	communist	troops	turned	60	flamethrowers—napalm—upon	helpless	Montagnard	civilians.	
People	along	with	their	chickens,	grain,	and	trees	were	incinerated	inside	their	huts.	Some	
hiding	in	burrows,	died	from	napalm,	grenades	or	asphyxiation.		
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