Be more. PBS

November 28, 2017

R. J. Del Vecchio

Executive Secretary

Vietnam Veterans for Factual History
120 Cline Falls Drive

Holly Springs, NC 27540

Dear Mr. Del Vecchio:

Paula Kerger asked me to respond to your November 7, 2017 letter regarding the recent broadcast of
Ken Burns and Lynn Novick's film, THE VIETNAM WAR.

As you know, the film generated a tremendous amount of attention, from the public, members of the
military community and veterans, nearly all of which praised the film’s respect for our soldiers and its
balance. Maybe more poignantly, not a day goes by when | do not hear from veterans of the war about
how thankful they are for the film, heiping them speak about their experience with family and friends,
something they had rarely done before.

Ken and Lynn went to great lengths to include diverse voices in the film. We did the same in our
outreach across the country, meeting with veterans’ groups, Vietnamese-Americans and those who
opposed thé war, as well as with a wide-range of historians and military experts. The film was extremely
well received at the Air Force and Naval Academies, the Army Command and General Staff College, as
well as at the Pentagon.

Néarly 34 million people watched some portion of the film. And all ten episodes of the series have been
streamed more than 8 million times (over 600,000 times in Vietnam), a record for streaming on PBS.

Much of what is covered in the film is of course unsettled history and | appreciate that there may be
areas where you disagree with the filmmakers’ emphasis, and aspects of the narrative that you think
deserved more attention. We appreciate your feedback and believe ‘The Vietnam War’ has provided a
timely oppertunity to continue the d,scussnon around this important topic.

Sincerely, L SN R i LOu e

Vi Premdent Corporate Commun1Cat|ons"=:'-'-' % By 3 WIS B A LN et
e 11 . SRSE UL 00 MICUWIE 3t e : A O L% ol >
LY U -
LI R N PP &) 5

2100 Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA
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