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A complete set of FRUS documents dealing with the
Vietnam War are available from RADIX Press. This collection
includes the microfiche supplements as well as other material.

BCD Software published a collection of MACV Command Histories
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Index of Volume Summaries

Since 1861, the Department of State's documentary series
Foreign Relations of the United States has constituted the official
record of the foreign policy and diplomacy of the United States. A
staff of historians in the Office of the Historian collects, arranges,
and annotates the principal documents comprising the record of
American foreign policy. Volumes in the Foreign Relations series are
published when all necessary editing, declassification, and printing
steps have been completed. In 2011 the remaining Nixon
Administration volumes were just being published.

RADIX Press has collected those Volumes pertaining to the
Vietnam War on a single CD ROM. This remarkable collection of
over 14,500 individual documents on the Vietnam War, in its printed
form, probably does not get the scrutiny it deserves. Some
researchers, myself included, were probably daunted by painstakingly
done, but inconsistent, individual indexes in the original paper



volumes available in most public libraries. These volumes are mostly
available (http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/FRUS/) on the internet but
has a slow and limited search/retrieve capability. The PDF format
used on the CD ROM takes advantage of the full text search available
through Acrobat Reader.

The volumes collected cover the period from 1945 through 1976;
the remaining Nixon volumes, less one, are all published. In selecting
the volumes to be included, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and Thailand
are all included, since the theater of operations encompassed all those
territories. Vietnam should not be studied in a geographical vacuum.

As near as I can tell, Volume Summaries began to be prepared
around 1992. (It may be that anything older than that has been retired,
but, in any event, I was unable to obtain them. Thanks to the Historian
at the Department of State, this collection of summaries is offered
both as a finding aid and to encourage users to make reference to the
original, whether in book, internet or CD format.

Stephen Sherman

Houston, Texas, 2011
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